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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 
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GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE OSCOTT, BIRMINGHAM 
St Mary’s College Oscott was founded in 1794 and opened at Sutton 
Coldfield in 1838 at the end of the penal times and just before the 
restoration of the English Catholic Hierarchy. At present the college has 
26 members of resident and visiting staff. The college currently has 44 
students training for the priesthood, from the various dioceses and 
religious orders of England, Wales & Scotland. Of those 44 students 2 are 
for the Diocese of Motherwell. 
 

Colum Martin is originally from St Bernadette’s parish in Motherwell and is currently in his fifth year 
of formation for the priesthood. Over the next few months, Colum will be accepted as a 
Candidate for Holy Orders and then ordained as a deacon before being ordained a priest 
shortly afterwards. Colum, when at home from seminary, resides at St Aloysius, Chapelhall, where 
he is very active in parish life.  
 

Christopher Morris is originally from St Bride’s parish in Cambuslang and is currently in his fifth year. 
He will be ordained a deacon in June of this year and a priest in the not too distant future. When 
back in the diocese he lives at Our Lady of Lourdes, East Kilbride. 
 

Over the past few years there have been six priests from our diocese ordained who have been 
trained at Oscott College: Fr James Travers (2015), Fr John-Paul McShane (2017), Fr Bruce 
McPhail (2017), Fr Seán Wyllie (2017), Fr Kieran Hamilton (2019) and Fr Kevin Lawrie (2019). 
 

PONTIFICAL SCOTS COLLEGE, ROME 
 

The Pontifical Scots College in Rome was founded in 1600 at the time of 
the Protestant Reformation. It provided an education for young Scottish 
Catholic men who, due to the laws against Catholics, could not receive 
a Catholic education at home. The seminary community moved to their 
current location in 1962. At present there are 21 men in formation for the priesthood at the Scots 
College, 3 of them for the Diocese of Motherwell.  
 

Christopher Furmage is currently a parishioner of St Augustine’s parish in Coatbridge and is 
currently in his third year of formation for the priesthood. Christopher should be ordained a 
deacon in 2024, then a priest the year after. 
 

Ronan McQuade is originally from St Joseph’s parish in Blantyre and is currently in his second year. 
Ronan should be ordained a deacon in 2025 and a priest the year after. 
 

Kieran Burt who is also from St Joseph’s parish in Blantyre is currently in his second year of 
formation. Kieran spent some time with us in the parish from April to June of last year. Kieran 
should be ordained a deacon in 2025 and a priest in 2026. 
 

Over the past few years the following priests who trained at the Scots College have been 
ordained as priests for our diocese: Fr Michael Kane (2011), Fr Liam O’Connor (2011), Fr Martin 
Delaney (2014), Fr Bernard Mournian (2017), Fr Paul Denney (2017), Fr Charles Coyle (2019) and Fr 
Mark O’Donnell (2019). 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
 

Sunday 25th April 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Eastertide with Baptisms (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 26th April 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 27th April 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 28th April 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Third Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Third Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 29th April 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.30am 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Feast of St Catherine of Siena (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Confirmation Mass for the P7 pupils of St Mary’s Primary School (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 30th April 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Pius V (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 1st May 
9.35am  Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Joseph the Worker (St Mary’s) 
12noon  First Communion Mass for the P5 pupils of St John’s Primary School (Our Lady & St John’s) 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 

 

Sunday 2nd May  
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon   Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm   Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
    

 IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
If you wish to attend any of the Sunday Masses in our parish you need to send an email to the parish to 
request a place, you only need to send this email once. There is no need to email or phone the parish 

each week. This is for all parishioners, whether they had previously been on the list or not. When you email 
you will automatically be placed on the list for attending Mass and will receive an email to confirm 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

29th April - Feast of St Catherine of Siena - St Catherine was born at Siena in 1347, one of twenty 
five children. At a young age she decided to dedicate herself to the Lord and resist the attempts 
of her family to find her a suitable husband. She became a Dominican Tertiary and both her 
writings and her stigmata reveal her intimate union with God. Despite her enclosed life, St 
Catherine was actively involved in public affairs and persuaded Pope Gregory XI to return to 
Rome from Avignon. She later tried to unite the Church during the Great Schism and moved to 
Rome, where she died aged thirty three. She was proclaimed patroness of Italy in 1939, Doctor of 
the Church in 1970 and a patron of Europe in 1999. 
30th April - Memoria of St Pius V - St Pius V was born as Michael Ghislieri in Piedmont in 1504 and 
joined the Dominican Order. Elected Pope in 1565, he enforced the decrees of the Council of 
Trent, organised a successful crusade against the Turks who were invading Europe, published the 
Roman Catechism, and revised the Missal and Breviary. He also tried to counter Protestantism, 
and excommunicated Queen Elizabeth I of England in 1570. Canonised in 1712, he is buried at 
Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome.  
1st May - Memoria of St Joseph the Worker - This feast was instituted in 1955 by Pope Pius XII on a 
day when labour was celebrated in many countries. Jesus was himself ‘the son of the carpenter’ 
and St Joseph presents a wonderful example of how even the most seemingly menial work can 
be sanctified. We also turn to St Joseph to pray for those who are seeking work or those who are 
unable to find work. This day was established by the Church to celebrate the dignity of work and 
to entrust all workers to St Joseph, the gentle but ardent worker from Nazareth. 



FR DANNY ROONEY 
 

Fr Danny Rooney, a native of St Mary’s 
celebrated his 49th anniversary of ordination to 
the priesthood on Friday 23rd April. We send 
our prayerful congratulations to him as he 
marks this very special milestone and we thank 
God for the great gift Fr Danny has been to the 
many people he has ministered to over his 49 
years of priesthood within the Diocese of 
Motherwell and beyond. He is currently the 
curate in St Joseph’s Cardowan and St 
Dominic’s Craigend. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE GROWING IN FAITH 
 

At long last we are able to proceed with the celebration of the Sacraments of First 
Confession, First Holy Communion and Confirmation for our younger parishioners. 
 

Tuesday 27th April - First Confessions will take place for the P3 pupils of St John’s in 
school. The ten boys and girls will receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s mercy and 
forgiveness for the first time in a very different situation from we imagined when we 
planned the date. We keep the boys and girls in our prayers in the days leading up 
to receiving this beautiful Sacrament.  
The P5 pupils from St John’s will also receive the opportunity to come to the Sacrament of 
Confessions that same afternoon in preparation for receiving their First Holy Communion on 
Saturday 1st May. 
 

Wednesday 28th April -  the P7 pupils from St Mary’s who are preparing for Confirmation will 
attend the 10.00am Mass. It will be wonderful to have the young people join us for this Mass. 
 

Thursday 29th April - The pupils from P7 of St Mary’s will have their confessions heard in the 
morning before their Confirmation that evening. 
Confirmation will be celebrated in the evening, in St Mary’s for P7 pupils. Bishop Toal has 
delegated Parish Priests with the faculty to confirm the young people of their parish. All the 
arrangements for the celebration of the Sacraments have been made available to the parents/
carers. All children who are due to be confirmed will receive the Sacrament of Confession in 
school before the Confirmation Mass.  
 

Friday 30th April - The P4 pupils from St Mary’s will join us for Mass on Friday 30th April. We look 
forward to welcoming the children to this Mass, together with their teachers as they prepare 
spiritually for receiving the Lord in Holy Communion on Saturday 8th May at 12noon. 

 

Saturday 1st May -  We will celebrate First Holy Communions for the ten pupils of P5 in St John’s at 
12noon. We pray for the young people who will receive the Lord for the first time.  
 

Wednesday 5th May - The boys and girls in P4 & P5 from St Mary’s will have their confessions 
heard on Wednesday 5th May to prepare spiritually for receiving the Lord in Holy Communion. 
 

Thursday 6th May - We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for the S1 pupils from our 
parish who have requested to be confirmed. The Confirmation Mass will take place at 7.00pm 
but prior to the Mass, the four confirmandi will receive the Sacrament of Confession from 6.20pm 
until 6.35pm followed by a short rehearsal.  
 

Friday 7th May -  We will be joined by the P3, P4, P6 & P7 pupils from St Mary’s for our First Friday 
Mass. 
 

Saturday 8th May – On this day sixteen children from St Mary’s will receive their First Holy 
Communion at a special Mass at 12noon. Please keep the boys and girls in your prayers.  
 

Tuesday 11th May - The P4 boys and girls of St John’s will have their confessions heard in the 
school in the morning. 
 

Saturday 15th May - The P4 boys and girls from St John’s will receive the Lord in Holy Communion 
for the first time at a special Mass at 12noon.  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £672.20 
Stall:       £26.00 
Votive Candles:     £72.50 
Standing Orders:    £205.00 
 

TOTAL:      £975.70 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

To set up a Standing Order to the parish: 
Account Name - Larkhall RCDM St Mary’s 

Sort Code - 80-08-77 
Account No. - 00499758 



STATUE OF OUR LADY FOR THE GROUNDS OF ST MARY’S 
 

The new statue of Our Lady has been ordered and will hopefully be with us soon. A special word 
of thank you goes to the family who have donated the £2,000.00 for purchasing this new statue 
in memory of their parents. May God reward your kindness.  
 

In preparation for the statue arriving, we will build a plinth for Our Lady to be placed on. The 
statue will sit on the strip of land between the church and the house. We had hoped to be able 
to use some of the sandstone from the original house to construct the plinth, which would have 
been a lovely connection with the history and heritage of the parish, unfortunately it is not in a 
good condition. Preparations are being made with builders for this work to commence.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane, Mary Anne Nelson 
 

RIP - Anne Boyle (East Machan Street), Primrose Nelson (Middleton Avenue), Eileen Wood 
(Seagrave), Frances Grant, Mary McMaster (Shotts), Jacqui Cameron (Shieldmuir), Frank Gillulay 
(Bothwell) 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - James Girvan, Margaret Girvan Bennet, Andrew Boyle 
 
 

BLESSING ANGELS 
 

Just before Mother’s Day we advertised lovely Blessing Angels which proved to be 
extremely popular. There are some at the back of the church in St Mary’s and at the 
back of the Hall in Our Lady & St John’s. These would make a lovely little gift for a 
grandmother, mother, aunt, sister, daughter, granddaughter, someone special or a 
special teacher. They are priced at £4.50. Why not have a look today? 

NOVENA PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
 

Today we intensify our prayer for the Lord to send more labourers into his vineyard to continue 
the work began by his apostles in celebrating the Mass, administering the Sacraments and 
proclaiming the Gospel. We pray that many more young men will respond to the call of the Lord 
to serve him and his people with a generous heart. 

Heavenly Father,  
in Baptism you called us by name and made us members of your family, the Church.  

Help all your people to know their vocation in life, and to respond by living a life of holiness.  
For your greater glory and service of your people, raise up dedicated and generous men who 

will serve as priests for the Motherwell Diocese. Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen our 
parishes, our seminarians and all who are discerning their vocation. Amen. 

PARISH STALL 
 

We have now received an order for our parish stall which includes: 
Cards for First Confession,  
Cards for First Holy Communion &  
Cards for Confirmation 
Book of Remembrance cards 
Mass Cards 
Mass Bouquet Cards 
Wedding Anniversary cards 
 

We also have a small number of First Communion gift bags priced at £2.00 which are ideal for 
placing small gifts for First Communicants. We also have Confirmation gift wallets for sale.  
 

Please have a look at Mass next week. 


