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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
28TH MARCH 2021 

HOLY WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
 

Saturday 27th March 
3.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Public Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
9.00pm  Public Night Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 28th March - Palm Sunday 
10.00am  Public Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Public Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Public Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Public Vespers & Devotions (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 29th March 
11.30am  Public Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Public Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
12.30pm  Confessions until 1.00pm (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Public Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Public Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Tuesday 30th March 
9.30am  Private Requiem Mass for Charles Thomson (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Hour of Confessions with two priests available (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 31st March 
9.30am  Public Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Public Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
6.00pm  Public Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.00pm  Confessions until 6.55pm with two priests available (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Public Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 1st April - Holy Thursday 
   No morning Mass in Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
7.00pm  Public Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Private Prayer until 8.30pm (St Mary’s) 
9.30pm  Church re-opens for Private Prayer (St Mary’s) 
10.00pm  Public Night Prayer (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 2nd April - Good Friday 
10.00am  Public Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Public Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
3.00pm  Public Liturgy of the Passion & Death of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Public Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 3rd April - Holy Saturday 
10.00am  Public Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Public Solemn Easter Vigil & Mass of the Resurrection (St Mary’s) 

 

Sunday 4th April - Easter Sunday 
10.00am  Public Solemn Mass for Easter Sunday (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Public Solemn Mass for Easter Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s)* (NB Change of time) 
   The Parish Hall will be opened to accommodate parishioners at this Mass 

Our Lady & St John’s 
Carlisle Road 

Blackwood, ML11 9RZ 

St Mary’s 
Raploch Road 

Larkhall, ML9 1AN 



EXPLANATION OF THE SACRED TRIDUUM 
 

Holy Week is the most solemn and glorious week in Christianity, the pinnacle of the liturgical 
year. It's more sacred than Christmas! This is because Holy Week commemorates the final week 
of Our Lord's life, the very purpose for which Christmas happened. 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday (when Jesus made his final entrance into Jerusalem) and 
culminates with Easter Sunday. As Holy Week progresses to its final days the solemnity heightens. 
 

Sundown on Holy Thursday to sundown on Easter Sunday is considered the most solemn part of 
the liturgical year. This three-day period is referred to as the Easter Triduum, also known as 
the Sacred Triduum, or Paschal Triduum. 
 
 

The Paschal Triduum is, therefore, a commemoration and celebration of God's plan of 
redemption for the fallen human race through the passion, death, and resurrection of the God-
man Jesus Christ. It is one marvellous event stretched out over three days.  
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
 

The evening Mass on Holy Thursday is referred to as The Mass of the Lord's 
Supper.  This is where the Church re-lives the institution of the Eucharist and the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Last Supper, as well as the institution of the 
priesthood, which took place the evening before Jesus was crucified. The 
Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday concludes with a procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament to the "altar of repose," a place where the consecrated 
Host is kept, away from the main altar where Mass is normally celebrated. 
Many parishes will create space for people to stay and pray with the reposed 
Eucharist at this altar of repose late into the night, remembering Jesus' request in the Garden of 
Gethsemane for someone to "watch and pray" with Him.  
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 

Good Friday is a mandatory day of fasting and abstinence. This is the day of 
the crucifixion, the day Jesus died for the sins of the world. The parish altar 
looks very different on Good Friday: it is plain and bare. There is no 
consecrated Host in the tabernacle at the main altar of the church; it was 
carried away on Holy Thursday night to the "altar of repose" to signify Jesus' 
death. The candle by the tabernacle is blown out, and the tabernacle doors 
are left open to show that it is empty. Jesus is gone. This is quite dramatic, 
reminding us that Good Friday is a solemn day of mourning and prayer. The 
ceremony on Good Friday is not a Mass - it is impossible to have Mass on Good Friday as it is the 
day that God died. Good Friday is the only day of the year on which no Masses are offered. The 
Solemn Liturgy takes place at 3pm, the hour that Jesus breathed his last on the cross. The priest 
will begin the service by prostrating himself in front of the altar (lying with his face to the ground) 
to show that we are nothing without God. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
 

On this day Christ is in the tomb. There is no daytime Mass on Holy Saturday. It 
is still a day of fasting and sorrow before the Easter Vigil begins that evening. 
We recall, with Mary and the disciples, that Jesus died and was separated 
from them for the first time as He lay in the tomb. The faithful often continue 
their Good Friday fast through Holy Saturday. Jesus descended to the realm of 
the dead on Holy Saturday to save the righteous souls - the Old Testament 
patriarchs, for example - who died before his crucifixion. Christ's work on Holy 
Saturday is also known as the "Harrowing of Hell." The Church celebrates no 
sacraments on this day, as it is a day of deepest mourning for the dead Lord. A vigil Mass is held 
after nightfall on Holy Saturday, or before dawn on Easter Sunday, in celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus.  This is called the Easter Vigil: the most glorious, beautiful, and dramatic 
liturgy for the Church. The vigil is divided into four parts and can last up to three hours: 1) the 
Service of Light, 2) the Liturgy of the Word, 3) the Liturgy of Baptism, and 4) the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. This is also the Mass in which many RCIA catechumens are brought into full communion 
with the Catholic Church 



WORK IN OUR LADY & ST JOHN’S 
 

During lockdown it was not possible to 
complete all the work that was intended to be 
carried out in Our Lady & St John’s so we have 
scheduled in this work to be carried out from 
6th April until the 30th April, in time for the 
celebrations of First Holy Communion in May. 
The church should be completely finished by 
this point. During this time we will celebrate 
Holy Mass in the Parish Hall. Fr Wyllie would like 
to thank you all for your patience over the past 
few months as this work has been carried out. 

EASTER MASS ON BBC SCOTLAND 
 

BBC Scotland will televise Sunday Mass from St 
Mirin’s Cathedral in Paisley at 12noon on Easter 
Sunday celebrated by Bishop John Keenan, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Paisley. If you know of 
any parishioner who does not have access to 
the internet please let them know about this. 
 

The Masses can be found on iPlayer or: 
 

Platform HD SD 
Freeview & Youview108 9 
SKY 115 
Freesat 106 
Virgin Media 108 

THANK YOU 
 

Many thanks to the seven gentlemen who 
came along last Saturday morning to tidy up 
the gardens and grounds of Our Lady & St 
John’s. All the edging, weeding, painting and 
cutting was done in jig time. Your efforts and 
willingness to help is very much appreciated by 
all of us.  
A big word of thanks also, to the two teams of 
ladies who cleaned both churches in 
preparation for re-opening for public Masses 
last week. Thank you from all of us. 

HOLY COMMUNION & VENERATION OF THE CROSS 
 

If you are unable to attend Mass in the church, whether it be Sunday Masses or 
weekday Masses, you can unite yourself spiritually to the Mass from outside the 
church and Fr Wyllie will bring Holy Communion to the front door of the church . 
Please let a steward know in good time before Mass begins that you would wish 
to receive Holy Communion.  
 

On Good Friday, if you are unable to attend the Liturgy of the Passion at 3.00pm, 
Fr Wyllie will bring the Cross outside into the carpark of St Mary’s for a few moments in order to 
allow those gathered in the carpark to venerate the Cross. Again, please let a steward know 
that you are in the carpark so that they can alert Fr Wyllie. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

As a parish we convey our prayerful 
congratulations to the following parishioners 
who celebrate special milestones this 
weekend: 
 

Peter & Elizabeth Alexander who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding anniversary on Saturday 
27th but will receive a special blessing at the 
10.00am Mass on Sunday. 
 

Freda Davies celebrates her 90th birthday 
today (Sunday). We will have an opportunity to 
congratulate Freda on this special day at Mass. 
 

Ad multos annos (To many more years). 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £336.00 
Stall:       £0.00 
Votive Candles:     £5.00 
Standing Orders:    £400.00 
 

TOTAL:      £741.00 
 
 

Sick & Retired Priests:    £10.00 
 

 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 
 

To set up a Standing Order please use the 
details below:  

PARISH BANK DETAILS: 
Sort Code  800877 

Account Number  00499758 

COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY PLACES 
 

Each year, on Good Friday, we contribute to 
assisting the places in the Holy Land associated 
with Our Lord’s life, death and resurrection. 
Things are very difficult in the Holy Land so 
anything we can offer will help enormously. This 
collection will be taken up on Good Friday at 
all our Liturgies, or you can post it through the 
parish house letter box.  
 

Please give as generously as you can in order 
to assist the shrines and places associated with 
Our Lord in the Holy Land and to preserve them 
for future generations. All donations for this 
cause should be handed in by Easter Sunday. 



PALM SUNDAY BY POPE BENEDICT 
 

It is a moving experience each year on Palm Sunday as we go up the mountain with Jesus, 
towards the Temple, accompanying him on his ascent. But what are we really 
doing when we join this procession as part of the throng which went up with 
Jesus to Jerusalem and hailed him as King of Israel? Does it have anything to do 
with the reality of our life and our world? To answer this, we must first be clear 
about what Jesus himself wished to do and actually did. He was journeying towards the Temple 
in the Holy City, towards that place which for Israel ensured in a particular way God’s closeness 
to his people. The ultimate goal of his pilgrimage was the heights of God himself; to those heights 
he wanted to lift every human being. Our procession today is meant, then, to be an image of 
something deeper, to reflect the fact that, together with Jesus, we are setting out on pilgrimage 
along the high road that leads to the living God. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane 
 

RIP - Charles Thomson (Requiem Mass - Tuesday 30th April at 9.30am), Sheena Bogan, Helen 
Donnelly 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Jimmy & Barry Cosgrove, Simon Cheresna, Jim Walker, Betty, 
Eddie & Wullie McCabe, Margaret Curley Foix  

EASTER OCTAVE MASS SCHEDULE 
 

As the schools are on holiday during Easter week, many parents will have time off 
work and other parishioners will be a bit freer over the course of that week, it 
would be wonderful to have some of our younger parishioners join us for Mass 
during the Easter Octave. Mass will be celebrated at 12noon each day from 
Monday 5th April until Saturday 10th beginning with the Easter Marian Anthem 
‘Regina Caeli’.  
 

For those who were unable to attend Mass on Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday 
please remember that the Easter Octave is a continuation of Easter Sunday for eight days and 
you can fulfil your obligation this year by attending any Mass throughout the Easter Octave.  

EASTER COLLECTION 
 

Traditionally we are asked to make a special monetary gift to the parish at Easter and Christmas, 
according to your financial means. From Holy Thursday (1st April) through to the Second Sunday 
of Easter (11th April) there will be a box available as you leave the church to contribute to this 
collection. Last year, due to lockdown and our churches being closed for such a long time, our 
income was down £25,000 from the previous year. Your financial support of the parish is greatly 
appreciated as it is the only source of income we have to maintain and manage the parish 
properties. May God reward you all for your continued financial support of the parish. 

LARKHALL 100 CLUB 
 

There are still a good number of spaces available in the 100 Club. It would be wonderful to have 
all the spaces taken. For the size of the congregation attending Mass in Larkhall we should very 
easily fill those spaces. Please consider joining the 100 Club this month.  
 

It is our intention to have another draw at Easter. Could all members hand their money to either 
Patsy Walker  or Amelia Peacock at the earliest opportunity. You can also hand your subscription 
money into the chapel house in an envelope marked with your name and ’100 Club’. This will 
ensure that the money makes its way to the 100 Club and you can be marked down as having 
paid. If you need any more information please contact Patsy Walker. 


