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7TH MARCH 2021 

ST JOHN OGILVIE 
John Ogilvie was raised a Calvinist but decided in 1596 to become a 
Catholic during a study tour in France, Germany and Italy. He went to 
the Scots College in Louvain, Belgium, where he was reconciled to the 
Catholic Church. He entered the Jesuits at Brno in Moravia on 5th 
November 1599 and studied at Graz, Vienna and Olomouc. He was 
ordained in Paris towards the end of 1610. He was eager to return home 
to do missionary work, but Scotland was too dangerous for a Catholic 
priest. He worked in Rouen, France, for three years before he finally 
received word to begin his apostolate in Scotland. He landed at Leith, 
Scotland in November 1613, disguised as a horse dealer named John 
Watson. He made his way to Edinburgh where he had considerable 
success reconciling people to the Church. On 3rd October1614 he went 
to Glasgow where he was to receive five individuals back into the Church; one of them, Adam 
Boyd, betrayed him. 
 

Boyd informed the Protestant archbishop of Ogilvie's arrival and helped plan his capture. As 
Ogilvie waited in the market square to be taken to say Mass, he was surrounded by men who led 
him to the archbishop in a nearby house. The archbishop struck Ogilvie in the face; then the 
others beat him before imprisoning him in the bishop's castle. His first interrogation took place the 
next day, but Ogilvie refused to accept the king's supremacy in religious matters. 
 

His captors then put Ogilvie into a dark, foul-smelling cell and tortured him to make him more 
cooperative at the next interrogation which took place on 12th December in Edinburgh before a 
council appointed by King James. After Ogilvie refused to give up his convictions, he was 
subjected to sleep deprivation torture for the following nine days. Finally he was interrogated for 
a third time on 22nd December. Although physically worn out and mentally tired, the Jesuit 
refused to reveal the names of Catholics who attended his Masses or helped him. Authorities 
returned him to Glasgow prison where he began to write the story of his arrest and imprisonment. 
He managed to smuggle the account out, page by page. 
 

Ogilvie underwent a fourth interrogation on 18th January 1615 when he was asked to respond to 
questions posed by the king himself. The questions touched on religious supremacy. Ogilvie 
answered directly that the pope was supreme in religious matters, and that the pope had the 
power not only to excommunicate the king but also to depose him. When King James read 
Ogilvie's responses, he ordered the priest's trial to take place on 10th March with the death 
penalty waiting if he did not change his answers. Ogilvie's trial took place at the Tolbooth in 
Glasgow; the Jesuit was charged not with celebrating Mass and converting Protestants but with 
high treason for denying the king's spiritual jurisdiction by upholding the pope's spiritual primacy. 
The jury found him guilty and condemned him to be hanged and quartered that very afternoon. 
 

Ogilvie spent three hours in prayer while the judges and jury went to lunch. Then the sheriff came 
to escort him to the public square for execution. Holding his rosary, the Jesuit mounted the 
scaffold and prayed briefly. After the executioner pushed him off the ladder, Ogilvie did not die 
immediately so the executioner grabbed his legs and pulled him down to end his agony. 
Ogilvie's body was buried outside the city in a place reserved for criminals.  

Our Lady & St John’s 
Carlisle Road 

Blackwood, ML11 9RZ 

St Mary’s 
Raploch Road 

Larkhall, ML9 1AN 



OUR LADY & ST JOHN’S 
 

18th March - To accommodate parishioners for Christmas Masses we moved the tables and 
chairs into the garage and a great team of volunteers assisted with this. We need to put the 
tables and chairs back in the hall, stacked up at the back of the hall, as we might have to use 
the hall again to accommodate parishioners for Mass when we are permitted to celebrate 
public Mass again. If you would be willing to help with this please come along on Tuesday 18th 
March at 11.45am. This will allow parishioners to watch Mass online before coming to help. 
 

20th March - Lots of good work has been done over the past few months to enhance the church 
grounds (painting of railings, gates and fence etc.) and our thanks go to all those who 
volunteered their time and energy to make this possible. As we are now approaching spring, it 
would be good to get a team of volunteers together to clear up the leaves, do a bit of weeding 
and generally tidying up of the parish grounds before Easter. If you are able to help, please keep 
Saturday 20th March free. Work will begin at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome to come along.  
 

Electrician needed - The light in the entrance porch of the church is not working, Any help would 
be greatly appreciated in getting it working again. 

SCIAF SUNDAY 
 

Next Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, is 
SCIAF Sunday when we would normally take 
up a collection for the work SCIAF do on our 
behalf in the poorest countries around the 
world. As we are unable to take this collection 
up, we are invited to either make a donation 
by posting it through the chapel house door 
clearly marked SCIAF or to make a donation 
directly to SCIAF by visiting www.sciaf.org.uk 
and click ‘Donate’. You can also telephone 
SCIAF to donate. Please give as generously as 
you always do.  

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 

Sunday 7th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Third Sunday of the Season of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Vespers, Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Monday 8th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Monday of the Third Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Tuesday 9th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday 10th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Feast of St John Ogilvie 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Thursday 11th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Thursday of the Third Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Friday 12th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Friday of the Third Week of Lent 
   (The pupils of St Mary’s are encouraged by their teachers to tune into  Mass  each Friday) 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday 13th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Saturday of the Third Week of Lent 
9.00pm  Livestreamed Night Prayer of the Church 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

11th March  St Mary’s - First Confessions 
28th March  Palm Sunday 
1st April  Holy Thursday 
2nd April  Good Friday 
3rd April  Holy Saturday 
4th April  Easter Sunday 
27th April  OLSJ - P3 First Confessions 
29th April  St Mary’s - P7 Confirmations 
1st May  OLSJ - P5 First Communions 
6th May  St Mary’s - S1 Confirmations 
8th May  St Mary’s - P4&5 First Communions 
15th May  OLSJ - P4 First Communions 
6th June  Solemnity of Corpus Christi 



MASSES ON BBC SCOTLAND 
 

BBC Scotland are televising Masses on the 
following Sundays at 12noon: 
 

14th March - Fourth Sunday of Lent: 
Our Holy Redeemer, Stornoway 
 

4th April - Easter Sunday: 
St Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley.  
 

The Masses can be found on iPlayer or: 
Platform HD SD 
Freeview & Youview108 9 
SKY 115 
Freesat 106 
Virgin Media 108 

LIGHTING OF VOTIVE CANDLES & ST PEREGRINE CANDLES 
 

Many parishioners have mentioned that they miss being able to light 
candles in the church for their various intentions. These candles would 
be lit at the conclusion of Mass and when all the candles are lit we 
would pray a Hail Mary for all those who the candles are burning for. 
 

If you would like candles lit for your intentions, or for the intentions of 
another, please email the parish with your request and either post an 
envelope through the parish house door or transfer the price for the candles to the parish bank 
account (bank details on the back page). 
 

If you would like the intention for the candle read out as it is being lit please place let Fr Wyllie 
know and he will do so. If there is no note with an intention then the candle will be lit in silence. 
 

In either case, your donation should be clearly marked ’Votive Candles’ on the envelope or as 
your reference on the bank transfer. This will ensure that donation is correctly recorded as a 
donation toward the votive candle stands.    
 

There are two options for candles to be lit. Below you will find the two options: 
Normal Votive Candles  20p each 
St Peregrine Candles   £1.50  each Particularly for those suffering from cancer 
 

BLESSING ANGELS 
 

We have some lovely new Blessing Angels in our Parish Stalls which would make the perfect 
minding for a special someone in your life. They are priced at £4.50 each. A photograph of the 
different angels can be found on the Parish Facebook Page. The angels available are for: 
 

Grandmothers  Mothers   Sisters   Aunts  Daughters 
Granddaughters Someone Special Special Teacher 
 

If you would like to order one, or a few, please email the parish and arrange a collection time. 
We have a small quantity of each but can order more if need be. 

RCIA 
 

One of the great disappointments about the current situation which we are living 
through is that we have been unable to begin the RCIA program this year. Fr Wyllie 
felt that it was important for the group to journey through the stages of the program 
together rather than through Zoom. If current restrictions are relaxed at the end of 
March and the three prospective converts can commit to meeting, we hope to 
receive the three gentlemen into full communion with the Catholic Church on 
Friday 1st October, the Memoria of St Therese of Lisieux, at a special Mass in the evening followed 
by a reception in the parish hall (regulations and restrictions permitting). With the program 
beginning after Easter, there is still time for others to get in touch about becoming a Catholic. 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £310.00 
Stall:       £10.10 
Votive Candles:     £3.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £1,337.00 
 

TOTAL:      £1,660.10 
 

Sick & Retired Priests:    £35.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 
 

To set up a standing order to the parish for your 
weekly collection please use the bank details 

which are to be found on the back page of this 
bulletin. If you are in a position to contribute to 

the parish we would be very grateful. 



WEDDINGS 2021 
 

Could all couples who have booked to be 
married during the course of this year please 
get in contact with Fr Wyllie to discuss the 
arrangements and plans. It is understandable 
that some couples may wish to wait until there 
is a bit more certainty with regards to the 
numbers allowed at the Mass/Liturgy or hold 
off for other reasons but there will also be 
others who would like to go ahead regardless, 
but either way could all couples to be married 
in the parish this year make contact with Fr 
Wyllie as soon as possible. Thank you. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT BY POPE BENEDICT 
 

The words of Apostle Paul, which today the liturgy proposes for our meditation, resounds in my 
mind: “We preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to the Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power 
of God and the wisdom of God”. I have nothing to propose or give to those 
whom I shall meet except Christ and the Good News of his Cross, a mystery of 
supreme love, of divine love that overcomes all human resistance and even makes forgiveness 
and love for one’s enemies possible. This is the grace of the Gospel that is capable of 
transforming the world. The Church, therefore, does not pursue economic, social or political 
objectives; the Church proclaims Christ, certain that the Gospel can move the hearts of all and 
transform them, thereby renewing people and societies from within.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane 
 

RIP - Charles Thomson, Anthony McGinty, Jim McMahon, Anne Power 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Ian Quinn, Robert Maguire, Isa Freeland, Mary & Michael 
Vernal, Raymond Holmes, Minnie Sinclair 

 

Please remember to have your deceased loved ones prayed for on their anniversaries & months mind 

MERGING OF THE PARISH BANK ACCOUNTS 
 

Anyone who contributes to the parish through the Our Lady & St John’s Royal Bank of Scotland 
account is asked to change their Standing Order to the Bank of Scotland account. At the 

moment this is named - Larkhall RCDM St Mary’s - but once all the Standing Orders & Direct 
Debits have been switched over it will assume the new name of - RCDM Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

The details of the account are as follows: 
Name of Account - Larkhall RCDM St Mary’s 

Account Number - 00499758 
Sort Code - 80-08-77 

 

Many thanks to those parishioners who have already made this change. 

SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS 
 

Normally last weekend we would have taken 
up a Second Collection to assist the Diocese 
with the costs of caring for our sick and retired 
priests. If you are able to make a donation 
toward the sick & retired priests collection 
please place an envelope through the Parish 
House door clearly marked ’Sick & Retired 
Priests’ and we will forward on all donations to 
the Diocese on behalf of the parish. You can 
also contribute online by visiting the Diocesan 
website at www.rcdom.org.uk and click on 
’Make a Donation’.  

18 CARAT GOLD PLATED NECKLACES 
 

We are hoping to get a number of 18 Carat Gold Plated necklaces in stock at the stall over the 
next few weeks. There are three choices - a 1” Crucifix, 1” Celtic Cross and 3/4” Miraculous 
Medal, all designs come with an 18”chain. These necklaces are specifically for First Communion 
children but anyone can get one, even though they come in a First Communion box. They are 
priced at £20.00 each. It is Fr Wyllie’s intention to order five of each but if you would like to place 
an order please email the parish as soon as possible. 


