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COVID REGULATIONS WHILE IN CHURCH 
 

From the resumption of public worship last year we have been complying 
with guidelines from the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland and the Scottish 
Government which govern how we must conduct ourselves while in the 
church buildings. There are a few points which must be reiterated for 
everyone to comply with: 

 

Everyone over the age of five must bring a facemask to church and keep it on for the duration 
of their visit to the church. This applies to everyone except the readers when they are reading, 

the cantors when they are singing and those with an exemption from wearing a mask 
 

The hand sanitiser must be applied when entering the church 
 

You will be shown to your designated seat by the stewards. You must remain in your place 
throughout your visit to the church. No one is permitted to move around the church for any 

reason except to go to the Sacrament of Confession 
 

If you need to use the public toilet in St Mary’s you must alert a steward  
 

Parishioners should not be touching any surfaces in the church (including window sills, benches, 
statues) except the pew you have been assigned 

 

Parishioners are not permitted to enter the sacristy. If you wish to speak to Fr Wyllie please wait 
until you have left the church and speak to him then 

 

Singing in the church is limited only to the cantor. No one else, as things stand at the moment, is 
permitted to sing 

 

If you have registered to attend Sunday Mass you will receive an email from Fr Wyllie confirming 
your attendance (usually on a Thursday). Please do not come for Mass if you have not received 

an email from Fr Wyllie to confirm you have a place (not needed for weekday Mass) 
 

When leaving the church please genuflect to the tabernacle at your assigned place especially if 
you are infirm and may need to hold on to a surface for support. We should not be touching any 

surfaces in the church except at our assigned space. Please follow this rule 
 

The hand sanitiser must be applied before leaving the church 
 
 

Fr Wyllie and the stewards would like to thank all those parishioners who faithfully observe these 
guidelines but we must remind everyone of the importance of following these guidelines to 
safeguard all of us, especially the most vulnerable.   
 

Please follow all the instructions of our parish stewards who are there to ensure that everyone is 
safe.  
 

MANY THANKS 
 

We take this opportunity to thank our stewards who have given so much of their time and energy 
to ensure that our churches are open for public worship. Without them we would be unable to 
open for Masses and Liturgies. We all owe them a debt of gratitude. So today it might be an idea 
to thank our stewards for their commitment and willingness to help. 

Our Lady & St John’s 
Carlisle Road 

Blackwood, ML11 9RZ 

St Mary’s 
Raploch Road 

Larkhall, ML9 1AN 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
 

Sunday 9th May 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  May Devotions with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 10th May 
12noon  Private Requiem Mass for Anne Boyle (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 11th May 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 12th May 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
10.30am  Confessions (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 13th May 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.30am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
10.00am  Confessions (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord ( St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 14th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Feast of St Matthias (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 15th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Votive Mass in honour of Mary, Queen of Apostles (St Mary’s) 
12noon  First Communion Mass for the P4 pupils of St John’s Primary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

13th May - Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord - The reality of Christ's Ascension is so important 
that the creeds (the basic statements of belief) of Christianity all affirm, in the words of the 
Apostles' Creed, that "He ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead." The denial of the 
Ascension is as grave a departure from Christian teaching as is the denial of Christ's Resurrection. 
Christ's bodily Ascension foreshadows our own entrance into Heaven not simply as souls, after our 
death, but as glorified bodies, after the resurrection of the dead at the Final Judgment. In 
redeeming mankind, Christ not only offered salvation to our souls but began the restoration of 
the material world itself to the glory that God intended before Adam's fall. 
The Feast of the Ascension marks the beginning of the first novena or nine days of prayer. Before 
His Ascension, Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit to His apostles. Their prayer for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, which began on Ascension Thursday, ended with the descent of the Holy Spirit 
on Pentecost Sunday, ten days later. We recall that first novena by praying the Novena to the 
Holy Ghost between Ascension and Pentecost, asking for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

14th May - Feast of St Matthias - St Matthias was chosen by lot to take the place of Judas among 
the Twelve. He was present at the first Pentecost and, according to various traditions, went on to 
preach in Judaea, Cappadocia and Ethiopia. He was martyred possibly by means of an axe or 
halberd with which he is often depicted in art. He is one of the patron saints of those who suffer 
with alcohol addiction. We offer to St Matthias those we know who suffer from alcohol addiction. 



OUR YOUNG PEOPLE GROWING IN FAITH 
 

On Saturday 8th May, the P4 & P5 pupils from St Mary’s received their First Holy Communion at a 
special Mass attended by their parents and immediate families. We send our prayerful 
congratulations to the boys and girls and to their parents, families and teachers. 
 

On Thursday 6th May, five S1 pupils from Holy Cross High School were confirmed by Fr Wyllie. 
Together with the group of young people who received their Confirmation back in December as 
well as the P7 pupils from St Mary’s who were confirmed on 29th April we have now confirmed 19 
of our young people. May the Holy Spirit bestow his gifts and fruits upon them all. 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
 

Fr Wyllie is keen to visit the sick & housebound 
of our parish. If you or a family member would 
like Fr Wyllie to bring you Holy Communion, 
hear your confession and/or give you the 
Sacrament of the Sick please let him know. 
Many families may still be anxious about the 
risks of Covid so permission must be sought.  

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

The Novena to the Holy Spirit is prayed from Friday 14th May until 
Saturday 22nd May to ask the Holy Spirit to pour out on us his gifts and 
fruits. This Novena will be prayed after Mass each day but please say 
this prayer at home on the days you cannot attend Mass: 
 
Priest  Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle 
  in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they 
  shall be created.  
All   And you shall renew the face of the earth.  
 

Priest  Let us pray.  
All   O God, who instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light 
  of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the gifts of the same Spirit, we 
  may be always truly wise, and ever rejoice in his consolation.  
  Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
Christ Jesus, before ascending into heaven, You promised to send the Holy Spirit to Your apostles 
and disciples. Grant that the same Spirit may perfect in our lives the work of Your grace and love. 
Grant us the Spirit of Fear Of The Lord that we may be filled with a loving reverence toward You; 
the Spirit of Piety that we may find peace and fulfilment in the service of God while serving 
others; the Spirit of Fortitude that we may bear our cross with You and, with courage, overcome 
the obstacles that interfere with our salvation; the Spirit of Knowledge that we may know You 
and know ourselves and grow in holiness; the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten our minds with 
the light of Your truth; the Spirit of Counsel that we may choose the surest way of doing Your will, 
seeking first the Kingdom; Grant us the Spirit of Wisdom that we may aspire to the things that last 
forever; Teach us to be Your faithful disciples and animate us in every way with Your Spirit. Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
Holy Spirit of God, bless your Church and all of us gathered here today with charity, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and 
chastity. Holy Spirit! Lord of light! From your clear celestial height, your pure beaming radiance 
give! Come, father of the poor. Come, treasures which endure. Come, light of all that live. Thou, 
of all consolers best, visiting the troubled breast, dost refreshing peace bestow.  
 

Our Father . . . .  
Hail Mary . . . .  
Glory be to the Father . . . .  

 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £826.79 
Stall:       £27.66 
Votive Candles:     £68.46 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £2,437.00 
 

TOTAL:      £3,359.91 
 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
 

So many aspects of parish life have been impacted by the Covid pandemic but we are slowly 
returning to some normality. Below you will find a ‘route map’ (as we are now calling these 
things) back to some normality of parish life: 
 

RCIA - The RCIA programme will begin for five people who are looking to learn more about the 
Catholic faith and to be received into full communion with the Catholic Church later this year. 
Please pray for them as they embark on this journey. 
 

Pastoral Planning Team - This group will meet for the first time at the beginning of June with a 
view to planning future initiatives and ventures in our parish.  
 

Altar Servers - Fr Wyllie intends to reinstate the ministry of altar serving beginning on the Vigil of 
the Solemnity of Pentecost, Saturday 22nd May. For the time being there will only be one server 
per Mass.  
 

Finance Committee - There will be a meeting of the Finance Committee at the beginning of 
June to discuss the financial reports and to discuss future expenditure, savings and initiatives. 
 

Catechetical Team - This group will concentrate on helping with giving the children who are to 
receive the Sacraments a good grounding in what we believe as Catholics. They will work with Fr 
Wyllie in preparing a course for the parents/carers and children to follow. This group will meet for 
the first time in mid - late August. 
 

Children’s Liturgy - It is hoped by the time August comes that we will be back to some 
semblance of normality with more families joining us again for Mass. In Our Lady & St John’s the 
Children’s Liturgy will hopefully be in a position to restart when the children return to school. Fr 
Wyllie will meet with the Children’s Liturgy leaders to discuss the Children’s Liturgy in our parish. 
The Children’s Liturgy will tie in closely with the Catechetical Team in future. 
 

Men’s Group - Fr Wyllie is keen to set up a Men’s Group in the parish for men of all ages to come 
together for some socialising, prayer and to take part in various other activities. We hope to have 
this started in late Summer/early Autumn (all going well). 
 

Young Adults Group - Before the first lockdown we were all set to have our first meeting of the 
Young Adults Group, but sadly that never happened. When the summer is over we will look to 
begin the Young Adults Group which will be a mixture of socialising, praying and getting to know 
more about the Catholic Faith. This group will be for those aged 17-35 (or a wee bit older). 
 

Caritas - Sadly, the interaction we have had with our young parishioners has been very limited 
but if there are any young people in our parish who are currently involved in the Pope Benedict 
XVI Caritas Awards or who are looking to sign up to it next year, please contact Fr Wyllie. 
 

Church Cleaners - We currently have a great group of volunteers who clean our churches on a 
regular basis. If you have some spare time then please contact Mary McDermott (Our Lady & St 
John’s) or Kitty Steele (St Mary’s) if you could lend a hand to clean our churches. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion - There will be a meeting of the Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion at some time in the autumn. 
 

Social & Fundraising Committee - This group will be set up over the next few months in time for 
the first parish social event on 1st October and will organise frequent events throughout the year. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Niranjan & Devki Niranjan Balani 
(Mumbai) 
 

RIP - Anne Boyle (East Machan Street), Violet Perrie, Ownie Dougal (Shieldmuir) 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Charles Morrison, The Morrison, Maguire & McStay Families, 
David O’Neill, Marie McLaughlin, Sharon Moncur, Jim Craigens Jnr, Ian Quinn, Robert Maguire, 
Isa Freeland, John Beckett, Pat O’Donnell, Mary Dawson, John Dickson, Elizabeth Black, Joseph 
Burgess, Jim Dow 


