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ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 

When Jesus commissioned the Twelve Apostles, they went out into the world and 
saw immediate results. In St Mark’s Gospel we learn that they ‘anointed with oil 
many that were sick and healed them’. They must have been astonished at the 
power flowing through them. Yet it was a mere shadow of the task that still lay 
ahead for them. For, as Jesus made clear elsewhere in St Mark’s Gospel, it is a 
greater work to forgive sins than to heal even the gravely ill. 
 

Jesus healed people with dire illnesses and disabilities as a sign of spiritual 
healing: ‘that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sin’. The physical signs were there for the sake of a spiritual reality. They were a 
concession to human weakness. 
 

In fact, after the apostles had witnesses many such wonderful miracles, Jesus assured them that 
they would accomplish ‘greater works than these’. Priests share in this with you every day. 
 

In the beginning of their ministry, the apostles, like Jesus, restored bodily health. But it was a sign 
of the deeper healing they would accomplish, through the Church, after Pentecost. 
 

We catch a glimpse of the Church’s ministry of spiritual healing in the Letter of St James: ‘Is there 
any who are sick among you? Let him send for the priests of the Church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick 
person, and the Lord will raise him up: and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven’. Pope 
Innocent gave the Roman clergy detailed instructions for administering this sacrament in the 5th 
century too. This is the sacrament we know today as the anointing of the sick, or the Last Rites. 
 

Sacramental anointing gives us the grace we need to face all the trials of life. Consider what the 
symbol of oil suggested to the early Christians. Oil healed, and oil strengthened. It was a base for 
many medicines. It was also a liniment used by athletes in the arena. Olive oil was used by 
wrestlers to allow them to slip away from their opponents. 
 

All of these worldly values are symbolic of the anointing’s spiritual value for Christians. It heals us 
spiritually, and it strengthens us spiritually, to slip away from the devil’s grasp and endure our 
contest with him. The anointing even brings about that great marvel that Jesus alluded to in St 
Mark’s Gospel: the forgiveness of sins. Thus we can face even certain death with a serene peace 
of mind and peaceful conscience, in the reasonable hope that death will be our gateway to 
eternal life. 
 

Hospital Chaplains and Parish Priests throughout the world administer this sacrament countless 
times in their ministry for those who are preparing for death. In more recent times the sacrament 
has become widely available for those who may have minor ailments, are undergoing surgery or 
who are in need of some spiritual comfort while sick or elderly.  
 

In our own parish we will celebrate a Mass with the anointing of the sick when things return to 
normal and we can gather as a parish community to pray for and pray with our sick brothers and 
sisters. During the anointing the priest anoints the forehead and the palms of the hands saying: 
Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. May the Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up. 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
 

Sunday 16th May 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  May Devotions with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 17th May 
11.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 18th May 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 19th May 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
10.30am  Confessions (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 20th May 
9.30am  Private Requiem Mass for Jimmy Matthews (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 21st May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Friday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 22nd May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Rita followed by prayers to St Rita (St Mary’s) 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 23rd May 
   Masses at normal times. 
6.30pm  May Devotions with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (Our Lady & St John’s)  

LARKHALL 100 CLUB 
 

Congratulations to Francesca Fantastico on 
winning the 100 Club last week. 
 

You can contact Patsy Walker on 07957222769 
or you can set up a Standing Order for £1.00 a 
week to the following account:   
 

Name of Account Larkhall 100 Club 
Sort Code   80-22-60 
Account No.  17418369 

RCIA 
 

On Monday 10th May, Fr Wyllie held the first 
meeting with the five prospective converts to 
the Catholic Faith. Please pray for those who 
have now begun this course with a view to 
being received in to the Catholic Church on 
Friday 1st October. This is a great sign of the 
Lord working in the hearts and minds of those 
he has called to his Church. May Our Lady of 
Fatima keep them all in her loving care. 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

22nd May - Memoria of St Rita - St Rita was a saint living during the 14th and 15th century in Italy. 
Although she was married at any early age to an abusive husband, with whom her relationship 
lasted for more than 18 years, she was a model wife who prayed constantly for her husband. 
Even after her husband died in a feud, she discouraged her sons from trying to seek revenge. 
Sadly, they did not listen to their mother. Following their death, Rita entered the convent in 
Cascia. Today, St Rita is known as the patron saint for abused women, mourning wives and 
impossible causes. Many women turn to her during times of despair, after a death in the family or 
after divorce. She is often depicted in artwork and on medals in a religious sister’s habit, with 
roses or a rose crown. Many saints we learn about were called by God to either marriage and 
children or the consecrated religious life; however, there have been some throughout time who 
have been blessed with living out both vocations. St Rita is one such saint.  



OUR YOUNG PEOPLE GROWING IN FAITH 
 

On Saturday 15th May, the Primary Four pupils from St John’s Primary made their First Holy 
Communion. We pray that the children will always love and reverence the wonderful gift of 
Jesus himself in Holy Communion. The children had their confessions heard on Tuesday 11th May. 
 

The P3, P4, P6 & P7 pupils from St Mary’s joined us for our First Friday Mass at the beginning of this 
month and in June we will be joined by the P1, P2 , P5 & P6 pupils. It has been wonderful to see 
the boys and girls together with their teachers and school staff join us for the celebration of Holy 
Mass.  

SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
 

Fr Wyllie is keen to visit the sick & housebound 
of our parish. If you or a family member would 
like Fr Wyllie to bring you Holy Communion, 
hear your confession and/or give you the 
Sacrament of the Sick please let him know. 
Many families may still be anxious about the 
risks of Covid so permission must be sought.  

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

We continue our Novena to the Holy Spirit in preparation for the 
Solemnity of Pentecost next Sunday, imitating Our Lady and the 
Apostles as they prayed for nine days before the Holy Spirit filled them 
with his gifts and fruits. 
 

Priest  Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle 
  in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they 
  shall be created.  
All   And you shall renew the face of the earth.  
 

Priest  Let us pray.  
All   O God, who instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light 
  of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the gifts of the same Spirit, we 
  may be always truly wise, and ever rejoice in his   
  consolation.  
  Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
Christ Jesus, before ascending into heaven, You promised to send the Holy Spirit to Your apostles 
and disciples. Grant that the same Spirit may perfect in our lives the work of Your grace and love. 
Grant us the Spirit of Fear Of The Lord that we may be filled with a loving reverence toward You; 
the Spirit of Piety that we may find peace and fulfilment in the service of God while serving 
others; the Spirit of Fortitude that we may bear our cross with You and, with courage, overcome 
the obstacles that interfere with our salvation; the Spirit of Knowledge that we may know You 
and know ourselves and grow in holiness; the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten our minds with 
the light of Your truth; the Spirit of Counsel that we may choose the surest way of doing Your will, 
seeking first the Kingdom; Grant us the Spirit of Wisdom that we may aspire to the things that last 
forever; Teach us to be Your faithful disciples and animate us in every way with Your Spirit. Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
Holy Spirit of God, bless your Church and all of us gathered here today with charity, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and 
chastity. Holy Spirit! Lord of light! From your clear celestial height, your pure beaming radiance 
give! Come, father of the poor. Come, treasures which endure. Come, light of all that live. Thou, 
of all consolers best, visiting the troubled breast, dost refreshing peace bestow.  
 

Our Father . . . .  
Hail Mary . . . .  
Glory be to the Father . . . .  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £679.60 
Stall:       £77.50 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £145.00 
 

TOTAL:      £902.10 
 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 



REJOGGING OUR MEMORY 
 

Over the past few weeks there has been a little bit of confusion with when to stand, sit and kneel 
during the celebration of Mass. Below you will find a simple explanation of when we stand, sit 
and kneel at various points in the Mass: 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory Quigley, Susie 
Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Niranjan & Devki Niranjan Balani (Mumbai) 
 

RIP - Jimmy Matthews (Requiem Mass on Thursday 20th May at 9.30am), Charles Clews, Anne 
Boyle 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Michael Farrell, Margaret Love, Ignatius Keane, John 
McMurray, Jane McMurray, Desmond Houston, John Mitchell, Danny Cunningham 
 

Please remember to have your deceased loved ones prayed for on their anniversaries & months mind 

BEFORE REQUESTING THE SACRAMENTS 
 

For us Catholics, Baptism is the gateway to all the other sacraments. To have your child baptised 
there must be a reasonable expectation that you will bring your child(ren) up in the practice of 
the Catholic Faith. It is essential that those parents who are wishing to have their child(ren) 
baptised are open to coming along to Mass regularly for their own spiritual growth but also of 
instilling in their child(ren) the importance of keeping the sabbath day holy. This is true for the 
other sacraments too. Our young people should be familiar with coming along to Mass and the 
other sacraments with their parents at the weekend. Please keep this in mind when requesting 
the sacraments for your child. When the children return to school in August they will no longer be 
enrolled by the school for the sacraments of First Confession, First Holy Communion or 
Confirmation, each parent/carer will have to enrol their child(ren) with Fr Wyllie at a one to one 
meeting. It is hoped that this will lead to a more fruitful relationship between families and parish. 


