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THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

Ash Wednesday is fast approaching. This year Lent will be a very different experience for all of us, 
but the three pillars of the Season of Lent remain: 
 

Prayer 
This one should be the easiest of the three. As Christians we are supposed to be 
praying anyway, so why make it a requirement? Because the sad truth is that many 
Christians do not pray, at least not with any regularity. This is the reason that the 
Church includes prayer in the pillars of Lent. It’s to remind us that prayer is one of the 
most important things we do in our lives, if not the most important thing. For those of 
us who do pray, increase your prayer life, for your own benefit, for your family, for the sake of the 
Church as a whole. Pray daily. Try to start every morning with a prayer. Pray before you fall 
asleep. If you are praying daily already then start adding a few more minutes a day to your 
prayer time. Pray the rosary daily, what a beautiful prayer to Our Blessed Mother meditating on 
the mysteries of our Faith. Attend daily Mass online. As Saint Thomas Aquinas said, “if a Christian is 
not growing he is dead. There is no stagnation in Christ.” 
 

Fasting 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for 
Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. This 
means we are asked to cut down on what we eat to one full square meal on those 
days with two light snacks (fasting) and to avoid eating meat (abstinence). For 
members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 
18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller 
meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat 
are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 
 

Almsgiving 
Almsgiving is really just another name for charitable giving. Alms comes from a word 
that means pity, while charity comes from the Latin word “caritas”, that means love. 
That’s why some translations of 1 Corinthians 13:13 it reads “faith, hope, and charity.” 
Giving to charity is showing caritas, love, for our neighbour just as Jesus told us to. St 
Francis of Assisi said, “in giving we receive.” This is very true. When you have love for 
someone, and you give to them, its better than any gift you could receive. Anyone that’s ever 
watched their children open a gift knows this to be true. But just as with anything else we must 
take care not give for the wrong reasons, or not out of authentic charity.  
 

The Church doesn’t really put that much on us in way of requirements. During Lent we are to 
pray, fast, and give. How long, how intensely, and how much is up to us. The biggest thing that 
all three of these pillars have in common is that we should be doing them already, they aren’t 
something special that we do only for Lent. We only increase these virtues during Lent, and 
hopefully it carries over for the rest of the year. Let’s makes sure we do it all with the proper 
motives and remember the admonishment that Jesus gave concerning praying, Almsgiving, and 
fasting in Matthew chapter 6: don’t do it for the praises of men, do it for God. Ad Majorem Dei 
Gloriam (For the greater glory of God). 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

A traditional part of our Lenten observance is contemplating on the suffering and death of the 
Lord, which brought about our salvation. Stations of the Cross will be prayed through livestream 
on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday evening at 6.00pm on the normal weeks of Lent. Please 
make a special effort to join us for this traditional way of uniting ourselves to the passion and 
death of the Lord during the Season of Lent.  

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 

Sunday 14th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday 15th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Monday of the Sixth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Tuesday 16th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Private Requiem Mass for Margaret Corrigan 
 

Wednesday 17th February - Ash Wednesday - A day of Fast & Abstinence 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Ash Wednesday 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Thursday 18th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Thursday after Ash Wednesday 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Friday 19th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Friday after Ash Wednesday 
   (The pupils of St Mary’s are encouraged by their teachers to tune into  Mass  each Friday) 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday 20th February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9.00pm  Livestreamed Night Prayer of the Church 
 

Sunday 21st February 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the First Sunday of the Season of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Evening Prayer with Adoration & Benediction 

SAFEGUARDING LETTER FROM BISHOP TOAL  
 

His Lordship Bishop Toal has sent out his annual Safeguarding Statement to the Diocese and has 
decreed that in each parish it be published, printed and read out this weekend. You will find this 
letter on the parish website beside the bulletin for this week as well as on the parish Facebook 
page. Fr Wyllie will read out the letter at the 11.00am Mass today too. Friday of this coming week 
is the day of prayer for all those who suffered abuse. On that evening at 6.00pm there will be 
special Stations of the Cross praying for those whose lives have been damaged by abuse. 

NIGHT PRAYER WITH EXAMEN 
 

It is a beautiful thing to end our day in prayer and to look back over the course of the day to 
thank God for his blessings but also to ask his forgiveness for those moments we failed to love him 
and others. Night Prayer will be prayed each Saturday evening during Lent at 9.00pm. 

TIME OF ADORATION BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

The Season of Lent calls us to increase our prayer life after the example of Our Lord who spent 
forty days and forty nights in the desert praying. In order to help us deepen our relationship with 
the Lord there will be periods of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during the Season of Lent. 
On a Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday evening we will have the opportunity to worship and adore 
the Lord during a period of half an hour of exposition. This will take place through livestream from 
6.00pm-6.30pm. On a Sunday this will be preceded by Evening Prayer and concluded with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 



MASS CARDS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

If any parishioner is in need of a Mass card for 
someone who has died or needs a Mass card 
signed, then please contact Fr Wyllie to 
arrange a suitable time to come and collect 
the card.  
If you would like a deceased loved one 
included in the bulletin on the occasion of their 
months mind or anniversary, or a Mass for an 
intention, you can place the envelope through 
the Parish House letter box or email the name 
to ourladyoffatima@rcdom.org.uk for inclusion 
in the bulletin. Could all items for the bulletin be 
handed in by Thursday evening. 

PARISH BULLETIN 
 

Many thanks to those parishioners who have been delivering bulletins to those in our parish who 
have no access to the internet. At the moment we have 28 bulletins being delivered to homes 
around the parish who would have no other way of keeping in touch with all that is going on in 
the parish. If you know anyone who would like a bulletin posted through their door at the 
weekend please let Fr Wyllie know and we will arrange to have a bulletin delivered to them each 
week. It’s important to include as many as people as possible in the life of the parish so please let 
us know of anyone who would appreciated a bulletin and we will ensure they are included in the 
weekly mailing list. 

ONLINE DISCIPLESHIP & LIVESTREAMING 
 

It has been very heartening to see so many parishioners tuning in to watch 
Sunday and weekday Masses as well as the novena each week. For Sunday 
Masses we are averaging around 55 people watching live, for weekday Masses 
about 25 and for the Novena about 17. This does not include those who are 
watching at a later stage in the day. We could be reaching many more people 
and we should be trying to do this as best we can. 
 

The parish is doing its bit in livestreaming these Masses and devotions, but we all have a 
responsibility to promote our Catholic faith by whatever means we have at our disposal. This is an 
opportunity where we can help others to participate in Holy Mass and the other devotions which 
take place in our parish and also live out our vocation to bring others closer to Christ. 
 

You could really help us reach as many people as possible if you shared the link for the livestream 
Mass on your own Facebook page, meaning that your Facebook friends will also have the 
opportunity to join us for Mass. For some of our friends and family who have lapsed from their 
faith it could be a moment of grace for them and help them in their relationship with the Church. 
 

All you have to do is: when the livestream goes live you just click on the ’share’ tab at the bottom 
of the parish post and then click ’share now’.   

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

PARISH FINANCES 
St Mary’s: 
Collection & Donations:   £640.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £150.00 
 

Our Lady & St John’s: 
Collection & Donations:   No info 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £530.00 
 

TOTAL:      £1,320.00 
 

 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 
 

To set up a standing order or a one off 
payment please use the bank details which 
are to be found on the back page of our 
bulletin. 



ONE YEAR ON 
 

On 15th February last year, Fr Rooney made his way from Larkhall and Blackwood to Wishaw, to 
take up his appointment as Parish Priest of St Ignatius. On that same day Fr Wyllie made his way 
to Larkhall and Blackwood to take up his new appointment as Parish Priest of Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish after two and a half years as curate in Our Lady of Lourdes, East Kilbride and then two and 
a half months administering the parish of St Francis Xavier’s, Carfin. And what a year it’s been! 
 

Fr Wyllie would like to thank all of you for making him so welcome and for all the support and 
kindness you have shown to him over the past year. Although the beginning of his ministry here in 
the parish has been so different from anything any of us could have imagined with having Lent 
cut short last year, four months of no public Masses, a small number of parishioners attending 
Mass at Christmas and a very odd start to the Season of Lent this year, it has been a time filled 
with grace and many blessings too. 
 

It is true that this past year has been a time of challenge and disappointment for us all but we 
must trust in the Lord and commit ourselves to working together in the future to build up and 
strengthen the many wonderful things which are already taking place and to set about new 
initiatives and plans for the parish in the future. Fr Wyllie looks forward to working with you all as 
we set out to do this together over the next few years (if we ever get out of lockdown!). 
Please keep Fr Rooney and Fr Wyllie in your prayers this week. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Irene Tonner (Corr), Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, 
Janet McIntosh, Rory Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming 
 

RIP - Margaret Corrigan (Requiem Mass on Tuesday 16th February), John Ferrie (Craigneuk), Jim 
Jordan 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John Goodwin, Mrs Mary Grant, Very Reverend Kieran Canon 
O’Farrell, Sadie Girvan, Ian Quinn, Robert Maguire, Isa Freeland 
 

Please remember to have your deceased loved ones prayed for on their anniversaries & months mind 

MERGING OF THE PARISH BANK ACCOUNTS 
 

You may recall that back in October we attempted to merge the two parish bank accounts into 
one central account for the parish of Our Lady of Fatima rather than having two accounts for St 

Mary’s & Our Lady & St John’s.  
 

Due to the current pandemic, merging the two accounts has taken much longer than expected. 
We attempted to do this through the Royal Bank of Scotland Switching Service but they were 
unable to do this for us. This would have transferred all Standing Orders and Direct Debits from 
the Our Lady & St John’s account to the new Bank of Scotland account without the parish or 

individuals having to do anything. Sadly, this was not possible and we need your help. 
 

Anyone who contributes to the parish through the Our Lady & St John’s Royal Bank of Scotland 
account is asked to change their Standing Order to the Bank of Scotland account. At the 

moment this is named - Larkhall RCDM St Mary’s - but once all the Standing Orders & Direct 
Debits have been switched over it will assume the new name of - RCDM Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

The details of the account are as follows: 
Name of Account - Larkhall RCDM St Mary’s 

Account Number - 00499758 
Sort Code - 80-08-77 

 

The parishioners from Our Lady & St John’s who currently pay the parish by Standing Order are 
asked to contact their own bank and ask them to change your Standing Order from the RBS 

account to the above bank account.  
 

Fr Wyllie and the Parish Finance Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who contributes so generously to the parish and to thank those parishioners who need to make 

this change. 


