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FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF LENT 
14TH MARCH 2021 

RE-OPENING OF OUR CHURCHES 
 

Deo gratias! On Tuesday 9th March, the First Minister announced that, all going well, churches can re-open 
for public worship from Saturday 27th March, the Vigil of Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week. 
We are still capped at a maximum of 50 (which does not include volunteers or stewards). Please find 
below the plans for Holy Week in our parish: 
 

Saturday 27th March 
3.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
9.00pm  Night Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 28th March - Palm Sunday 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Vespers & Devotions (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 29th March 
11.30am  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
12.30pm  Confessions until 1.00pm (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Tuesday 30th March 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.25am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Confessions until 9.20am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Hour of Confessions with two priests available (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 31st March 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
6.00pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.00pm  Confessions until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 1st April - Holy Thursday 
7.00pm  Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Private Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament until 8.30pm (St Mary’s) 
10.00pm  Night Prayer (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 2nd April - Good Friday 
10.00am  Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
3.00pm  Liturgy of the Passion & Death of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 3rd April - Holy Saturday 
10.00am  Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Solemn Easter Vigil & Mass of the Resurrection (St Mary’s) 

Our Lady & St John’s 
Carlisle Road 

Blackwood, ML11 9RZ 

St Mary’s 
Raploch Road 

Larkhall, ML9 1AN 



FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

17th March - Feast of St Patrick - St Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints. He 
was born in Roman Britain and when he was fourteen or so, he was captured by Irish pirates and 
taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids and 
pagans but Patrick turned to God. Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he 
escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by going to the 
coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain and was reunited with his family. 
A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision. The vision prompted his studies for the 
priesthood. He was ordained by St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, whom he had studied 
under for years, and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel to Ireland. Patrick 
arrived in Slane, Ireland on March 25, 433. There are several legends about what happened next, 
with the most prominent claiming he met the chieftan of one of the druid tribes, who tried to kill 
him. After an intervention from God, Patrick was able to convert the chieftain and preach the 
Gospel throughout Ireland. There, he converted many people - eventually thousands - and he 
began building churches across the country. He often used shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity 
and entire kingdoms were eventually converted to Christianity after hearing Patrick's message. 
Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles and wrote 
of his love for God in Confessions. After years of living in poverty he died March 17, 461. 
 

19th March - Solemnity of St Joseph - Not a single word of his is recorded in 
Sacred Scripture and yet St Joseph is one of the greatest and most popular 
saints, largely because of his humility and his closeness to Our Lord. He died 
before the beginning of Jesus’s public ministry and, since he probably died in 
the presence of Jesus and Mary, is venerated as the patron of a happy 
death. Blessed Pius IX named him patron of the Universal Church and Blessed 
John XXIII added his name to the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I). Pope 
Francis has declared December 2020 until December 2021 as a special Year 
of St Joseph. Throughout this year we are called to pray through the 
intercession of St Joseph for the Church throughout the world, for the protection of our own 
families and for a strengthening and deepening of family life in general. St Joseph is a very 
powerful intercessor, so we place ourselves in his loving care, especially on his Feast Day. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 

Sunday 14th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of the Season of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Vespers, Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Monday 15th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass praying for an increase in Vocations to the Priesthood 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Tuesday 16th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday 17th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Feast of St Patrick 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Thursday 18th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Friday 19th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Solemnity of St Joseph 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday 20th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9.00pm  Livestreamed Night Prayer of the Church 



MASSES ON BBC SCOTLAND 
 

BBC Scotland will televise Sunday Mass from St 
Mirin’s Cathedral in Paisley at 12noon on Easter 
Sunday celebrated by Bishop John Keenan, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Paisley. If you know of 
any parishioner who does not have access to 
the internet please let them know about this. 
 

The Masses can be found on iPlayer or: 
 

Platform HD SD 
Freeview & Youview108 9 
SKY 115 
Freesat 106 
Virgin Media 108 

BLESSING ANGELS 
 

There has been a great response so far for the Little Blessing Angels. There are still 
more left so if you’d like one then please let us know. They are priced at £4.50 each 
and all proceeds go to the parish. The angels available are for: 
 

Grandmothers  Mothers   Sisters   Aunts Daughters 
Granddaughters Someone Special Special Teacher 
 

If you would like to order one, or a few, please email the parish and arrange a 
collection time.   

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRED TRIDUUM & EASTER SUNDAY 
 

If you wish to attend any of the Masses or Liturgies throughout Holy Week & the Triduum please 
contact the parish by email specifying what Masses/Liturgies you wish to attend. You must 
include the names of those wishing to attend, preferred Mass and a contact telephone number. 
 

Fr Wyllie cannot make any promises that he will be able to accommodate everyone at the 
various Masses they wish to attend but he will try his best to ensure it is done in a fair way. Each of 
the major Liturgies for the Triduum will be split equally between parishioners of St Mary’s & Our 
Lady & St John’s. Each parishioner should hopefully be able to attend one of the major Masses/
Liturgies between Holy Thursday and Easter Sunday. 
 

Also, if you wish to attend Mass on Easter Sunday please email the parish, 
again stating which Mass you would like to attend.  
 

All requests to attend must be sent by Wednesday 24th March by 12noon. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Solemn Mass at 10.00am (St Mary’s) 

Solemn Mass at 11.30am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
Solemn Mass at 1.00pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
NO EVENING MASS IN OUR LADY & ST JOHN’S 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

We send our prayerful congratulations to the young parishioners in Primary Three of 
St Mary’s Primary School who received the Sacrament of Confession for the first 
time last Thursday afternoon. Despite the difficulties of this past year the children 
were very well prepared. Many thanks to the parents, carers, families, teachers and 
the staff of St Mary’s for ensuring that the children were well prepared to receive 
the grace of this special Sacrament for the first time. Things were very different this 
year so thank you to the parents and carers for being so understanding at the way 
we had to proceed with this Sacrament this year. Please pray for the young people 
of our parish that they will always place value in the importance of the Sacraments.  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £866.00 
Stall:       £398.60 
Votive Candles:     £25.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £135.00 
 

TOTAL:      £1,424.60 
 

Sick & Retired Priests:    £260.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 
 

To set up a standing order to the parish for your 
weekly collection please use the bank details 

which are to be found on the back page of this 
bulletin. If you are in a position to contribute to 

the parish we would be very grateful. 



BEGINNING OF PASSIONTIDE 
 

Next Sunday is traditionally known as Passion 
Sunday which marks a deepening of our focus 
on the suffering and death of the Lord on our 
Lenten journey. As we enter into Passiontide all 
the statues and crucifixes will be veiled in 
purple covers until Holy Saturday. This is a visual 
reminder that God veiled his divinity when he 
underwent the horrors of his passion and death 
on the cross. There will be a fuller explanation 
of why this tradition is so important in next 
weeks bulletin. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT BY POPE BENEDICT 
 

Today, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the Gospel reminds us that God “so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not 
perish but might have eternal life”. We hear this comforting proclamation at a 
time when painful armed confrontation threatens the hope of humanity for a 
better future. Jesus affirmed “God so loved the world”. So then, the Father’s love reaches every 
human being who lives in the world. How can one not see the obligation that springs from such 
an initiative of God? Conscious of such great love, the human being can only open himself to an 
attitude of fraternal welcome towards his fellow human beings. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane 
 

RIP - Anthony McGinty, Mary Carvill, Helen Donnelly, Charles Thomson, Edith Mitchell, Betty 
Findlay (Hamilton)  
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Duncan McGonagle, John McGinn, Robert Wright, Ann 
Grant, Patrick, Jim & Helen Grant, Thomas McDonagh, Jack Hastie, Frank Reilly, Charles Morrison, 
The Morrison, Maguire & McStay Families, Mary Dawson, Babs McGurk, Pat O’Donnell 

PARISH PASTORAL COMMITTEE 
 

Fr Wyllie hopes to call the first meeting of the 
new Parish Pastoral Committee shortly after 
Easter. This meeting will be to prepare and 
plan initiatives and ventures within the parish 
both in the short term and the longer term. As 
we hopefully near the end of this difficult time 
we can look forward with hope and prepare to 
get the parish back on track. The members of 
the new committee are: Fr Wyllie, Ciaran Reilly, 
Suzanne McCaughey, Russell McAllister, Laura 
Kennedy, Suzanne Sherry & Scott Smith. 

VENERATION OF THE CROSS & HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our churches are normally packed for the Liturgy of the Passion and 
Death of the Lord on Good Friday. Although this year we will be unable 
to kiss the Cross we will still be given the opportunity to venerate the 
cross, not individually but communally in a few moments of prayer. 
 

As with all the other Masses and Liturgies of Holy Week, if you are 
unable to be physically present in the church you can follow online or 
unite yourself spiritually from the carpark and the Cross will be taken 
outside for you to venerate for a few moments. As was the case 
previously with Holy Communion, if you unite yourself spiritually to what 
is happening in the church or follow online Fr Wyllie will distribute Holy 
Communion at the door of the church. 

 

You must alert a steward in good time before the Mass or Liturgy begins so that Fr Wyllie can 
prepare enough hosts for Holy Communion.  

18 CARAT GOLD PLATED NECKLACES 
 

We have a number of lovely 18 Carat Gold Plated necklaces in stock at the stall. There are three 
choices - a 1” Crucifix, 1” Celtic Cross and 3/4” Miraculous Medal, all designs come with an 18” 
chain. These necklaces would make the perfect gift especially for First Holy Communion. They 
are priced at £20.00 each. If you would like to place an order please email the parish. 


