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THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

We talk a lot about God the Father and Jesus the Son. But rarely do you hear 
people talk as much about the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 
Just like God the Father and Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is part of everything 
that God is and does. Starting at the very beginning of creation, we read, “In 
the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 
from God swept over the face of the waters”. The Hebrew word for wind is 
ruah, which also means ‘breath’ or ‘spirit’. So the verse could also be 
understood as ‘the spirit of God swept over the face of the waters’. Thus we 
know that the Holy Spirit was active in the creation of the universe. 
 

The Holy Spirit was at work throughout the history of the Jewish people, but 
you will rarely find the Holy Spirit specifically named in the Old Testament. When we move to the 
New Testament, we find that the Gospels still contain few references to the Holy Spirit - except for 
the Gospel of Luke. In the first four chapters we hear of how the Holy Spirit worked through John 
the Baptist, in Our Blessed Lady, Elizabeth, Simeon, upon Jesus himself at the moment of his 
Baptism and again during his time in the desert.  
 

The most dramatic manifestation of the Holy Spirit in Sacred Scripture is recorded at the 
beginning of the Acts of the Apostles. Jesus had ascended into Heaven, and the Apostles, with 
some of the women, were waiting for the Spirit that Jesus had promised. This event is called 
Pentecost, and the name is taken from a Jewish feast with the same title. The Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of Pentecost fifty days after Easter. It is sometimes referred to as the birthday of the 
Catholic Church, for it was on this day that the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles the courage to 
preach the message of Jesus Christ and to baptise those who believed. Those who were 
baptised created communities to share their new faith in Christ with one another.  
 

The Catholic Church uses a number of symbols to identify the work of the Holy Spirit. Some of the 
following symbols and symbolic actions may be familiar, but others are probably new to you: 
 

Water - Water signifies the Holy Spirit’s action in Baptism. Jesus directly associates the Spirit with 
the living water that satisfies spiritual thirst 
 

Fire - Fire signifies the vibrant and transforming energy of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit appeared 
as tongues of fire upon the Apostles at Pentecost, transforming them into witnesses of Christ 
 

Dove - In all four Gospels, at Jesus’ Baptism the Spirit descended upon him in the form of a dove. 
This is why in Christian art, a dove often symbolises the Holy Spirit 
 

Cloud & Light - In the Old Testament, God often appeared as a fire or light within cloud. In the 
New Testament, clouds play a role in Jesus’ Baptism, Transfiguration, and Ascension. 
 

Anointing - As part of our sacramental rites, being anointed with oil symbolises that the power of 
the Holy Spirit is being poured out on the person  
 

Laying on of Hands - Jesus healed the sick and blessed young people by laying his hands on 
them. People received the Holy Spirit when the Apostles laid hands on them. 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
 

Sunday 23rd May 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  May Devotions with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 24th May 
11.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Memoria of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 25th May 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Votive Mass in honour of the Holy Spirit (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 26th May 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Philip Neri (St Mary’s) 
10.30am  Confessions (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Philip Neri (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 27th May 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.25am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Votive Mass in honour of the Holy Spirit (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 28th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Votive Mass in honour of the Holy Spirit (St Mary’s) 
11.00am  Private Funeral Service for Charles Clews (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 29th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Votive Mass in honour of the Holy Spirit (St Mary’s) 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (St Mary’s) 
 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

24th May - Memoria of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church - Everyone has a mother. 
Yes, the mother who gave them birth in the physical order of life. But Christian believers have 
another mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the spiritual order of grace. Jesus willed to give Mary 
as a mother to the early Church, when, from the cross, he looked at his mother and said, 
“Woman, behold, your son”. And to the beloved disciple, “Behold, your mother”. Throughout the 
centuries, Christians have called upon and honoured Mary as their mother. People like St. John 
Paul II have asked Mary to be a mother in a very personal way, especially in times of grief. 
Another title emphasizing Mary’s motherhood has been used throughout the ages, dating back 
to St. Augustine and St. Leo the Great. St. Isaac of Stella (died 1169), a Cistercian monk, wrote 
about the inseparability of Mary and the Church. Pope Paul VI declared Mary as Mother of the 
Church. Pope Francis in 2018 reinvigorated the title by proclaiming the Monday after Pentecost 
as the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Church.  
 

26th May - Memoria of St Philip Neri - St Philip Neri was born in Florence in 1515 but spent most of 
his life in Rome and is known as the city’s apostle. He had a mystical experience in thew 
catacombs in 1544, when he ‘felt himself divinely filled with the power of the Spirit’, causing his 
heart to dilate. He was ordained a priest in 1551, he founded the Congregation of the Oratory. 
There are Oratorians in London, Birmingham, Oxford, Cardiff, Manchester, Bournemouth and 
York. St John Henry Newman, a convert to Catholicism was an Oratorian in Birmingham. Their 
Oratories are beautiful and mostly have Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite. St 
Philip was noted for his constant joy and the love he showed those who came to him for 
confession. Around midnight of May 26, 1595, Philip suffered from a haemorrhage and died at 80
-years-old   He is the patron saint of Rome, US Special Forces, humour and joy.  



OUR YOUNG PEOPLE GROWING IN FAITH 
 

Congratulations to Callan & Christian who received the Sacrament of Confession for the first time 
at school on Thursday morning. May they always know and appreciate God’s love and mercy. 
This Sunday at 12noon we will welcome Harris and Casey together with their families as they 
receive Holy Communion for the first time. It will be a lovely occasion for us to have the First Holy 
Communion at our principal Sunday Mass for the two children. 
We pray for all the boys and girls who have/will receive their First Holy Communion, that they will 
always love and reverence the wonderful gift of Christ himself in Holy Communion. 

PARISH PASTORAL PLANNING TEAM 
 

The first meeting of this newly formed group will take place on Tuesday 1st June at 7.00pm in St 
Mary’s Parish House. The main item of business will be looking back over the past year and 
looking forward to ‘building back better’ , to borrow a phrase being used just now. 

BLESSING ANGELS 
 

Just before Mother’s Day we advertised lovely Blessing Angels which proved to be 
extremely popular. There are some at the back of the church in St Mary’s and in the stall 
at Our Lady & St John’s. These would make a lovely little gift for a grandmother, mother, 
aunt, sister, daughter, granddaughter, someone special or a special teacher. They are 
priced at £4.50. Why not have a look today? 

FOODBANK 
 

We will hold our monthly collection for the Foodbank next weekend. Last month 
there were only a few bags handed in so please give as generously as you can. 
If you are not at Mass next weekend you can hand bags of groceries or 
monetary donations into the church before or after any Mass on Saturday or 
Sunday of next week. Those at Mass are asked to leave their donations at the 
back of the church. 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
 

Fr Wyllie is keen to visit the sick & housebound 
of our parish. If you or a family member would 
like Fr Wyllie to bring you Holy Communion, 
hear your confession and/or give you the 
Sacrament of the Sick please let him know. 
Many families may still be anxious about the 
risks of Covid so permission must be sought.  

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
 

New boxes of envelopes will be available as you enter the church this weekend and next 
weekend. Last year, the cost of the envelopes was in the region of £500.00 so we have decided 
to limit the number of envelopes we order.  
 

If you pay through Standing Order or Bank Transfer you will not receive a box of envelopes, they 
are only for those who put money in the envelopes. For the Christmas Collection and Easter 
Collection there will be an envelope provided for you to make your gift to the parish and enable 
the parish to claim Giftaid on that donation.  
 

If you currently have envelopes and are not signed up to Giftaid you will not receive a box of 
envelopes either. You are asked to just place your donation into the collection box without an 
envelope when your current batch of envelopes run out. 
 

Provision will be made for those who are not back at Mass to receive their envelopes over the 
next few weeks. Donations for the parish from those not back at Mass can be posted through the 
parish house letter box at any time. 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £871.34 
Stall:       £62.00 
Votive Candles:     £70.90 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £410.00 
 

TOTAL:      £1,414.24 
 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 



THE IMPORTANCE OF ’AMEN’ AT COMMUNION? 
 

When we were children, we were all taught how to receive Holy 
Communion. We were taught to make the sign of the cross after 
receiving the host. There is no rule written down about making the sign 
of the cross – it is optional. It doesn’t really affect or make a statement 
about what we believe about Holy Communion. 
 

There is something written down about how we receive Holy 
Communion which is not optional. The rules state: 
 

“...The priest raises the Eucharistic bread slightly and shows it to each [communicant], saying, 
‘The Body of Christ.’ The communicants reply, ‘Amen,’ and receive the Sacrament as they 
choose, either on the tongue, (which is always permitted) or in the hand, where this is allowed”. 
 

The same response of “Amen” is also obligatory if the communicant receives the Precious Blood 
from the chalice. 
 

So there is a firm rule, not a suggestion, that when we approach the altar to receive the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that we respond to the priest 
who administers the sacrament to us, with the word “Amen”. But why is this Hebrew word of such 
importance? 
 

In Hebrew, the word “Amen” can mean, “it is true” or “so be it.” In sacred Scripture, the word 
“Amen” is a solemn affirmation.  
 

In the early Greek and Latin-speaking Church, the Hebrew word “Amen” was retained in prayer 
and worship as a positive acknowledgement of the truth of a belief and also a positive 
acknowledgement of the authority of the teacher of the belief. 
 

Some have fallen out of the habit of making this response, or have decided that there is a better 
response or even that there is no need to make this affirmation. Sometimes priests hear, not a 
loud “Amen” but the polite expression “Thank you.” Or there may be no response at all. Neither 
of these alternatives are acceptable and must be avoided completely. 
 

The AMEN is your personal declaration of faith. Please say it! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - John Peter Smith, Niranjan & Devki Niranjan Balani (Mumbai), Alice Cumming, Alice 
Goodwin, Susie Tierney, Rory Quigley, Janet McIntosh, David Hillhouse, Annette Thomson, Liz Rees 
OCV, Kathleen Brannigan, Jerry Hillsinger, Mandy Murray McVie, Gerard Lyons, John Gowans, 
Kevin Feeney,  
 

RIP - Charles Clews (Funeral Service on Friday 28th May at 11.00am), Jim Matthews, Angela 
Carson (Strathaven) 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John Corr, Mary Corr, Jennifer Cochran, William Tait, Agnes 
May 

Please remember to have your deceased loved ones prayed for on their anniversaries & months mind 

CARFIN GROTTO & POPE FRANCIS 
 

Carfin Grotto has the honour of being selected as one of the Marian Shrines throughout the 
world to participate in a live global Rosary led by Pope Francis. The Rosary from Carfin will be 
connected via satellite to the event being held in the Vatican Gardens where the Pope will see 
the pilgrims in Carfin praying the Rosary alongside him.  
 

This will take place on Monday 31st May at 5.00pm and will be broadcast to millions throughout 
the world. It is not only a great honour for the Grotto but for the Diocese of Motherwell and the 
whole Catholic Church in Scotland. We’re all being asked to pray for good weather.  
 

The event will be livestreamed on the Carfin Grotto Facebook page as well as other social 
media outlets. The Grotto will also be able to welcome pilgrims for the event too. You will be able 
to find out more details on the Carfin Grotto Facebook page as arrangements are firmed up 
over the next few days.  


