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FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF LENT 
21ST MARCH 2021 

PASSIONTIDE & VEILING OF SACRED IMAGES 
 

From this weekend, you will notice purple cloths draped over the crucifixes, 
statues, and other images in our churches. In some churches, these items may 
be removed from the church altogether.  
 

In about the 9th century, a huge cloth covered the sanctuary called the 
hungertuch (hunger cloth) which was left hung, veiling the whole sanctuary, 
from the start of Lent till the reading of the Passion on Wednesday of Holy Week 
at the moment, “while the sun’s light failed; and the veil of the temple was torn 
in two,” was read. Before the Second Vatican Council, the Passion was read all 
throughout Holy Week (except for Monday of Holy Week and Holy Thursday), 
unlike today where the Passion is read only on Palm Sunday and Good Friday. 
The tradition of veiling statues may have originated from there.  
 

This old custom of veiling religious images is a way of focusing on the penitential aspect of this 
liturgical season. It reminds us in a visual way that our faith in all its glory is made possible only 
through the work of Christ in his suffering and death on the cross. When we cover or remove 
these holy and sacred images that we are so accustomed to, we are starkly confronted and 
reminded in a poignant way of all that Christ has won for us. 
 

This practice stems from the former Liturgical Calendar (pre-Vatican II), in which the Gospel 
reading for this Sunday tells us how Jesus hid himself away from the Jews. This conflict between 
Jesus and the Jewish authorities arose when Jesus claimed to be God. Jesus hid his divinity.  
 

The tradition is often practiced during the last two weeks before Easter, starting on Passion 
Sunday (now called the fifth Sunday of Lent) and ending on Good Friday. This time period is 
known in the old liturgical calendar as Passiontide. Even though this period is no longer officially 
called by this name, the tradition is still practiced in many places. 
 
 

Then, as in a dramatic unveiling, the holy images are again revealed for the Easter Vigil, when 
the lights are turned on, to mark the end of the penitential season. The joy of the Easter season 
and the hope of the Resurrection then comes to the forefront.  
 

Temporarily veiling the crosses and religious images in the penitential colour of Lent is a beautiful 
custom that helps us to reflect on the deeper theological meaning of the liturgical season.  

 

In covering the religious images during the height of Lent, all attention is centred on the Passion 
and death of Christ. This is why the only images not to be covered are the Stations of the Cross. 
 

Just as the Church simplifies the sanctuary in these last weeks of Lent in order to focus on the 
penitential aspect of the season, our attention is drawn closely to the  starkness of the sanctuary 
and to the altar, which represents Christ and his suffering, death and resurrection.  
 

The sad purple cloths remind us of how harshly Jesus was treated in his passion, that his face and 
body were so disfigured by the blows and scourges of the soldiers so much so that his divinity and 
his humanity were hidden. Our hearts should feel sorrow at the hiding of these sacred images but 
should also look with hope to Easter when he will reveal to us his transformed and glorious body 
come back to life to destroy sin and death. 
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FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

25th March - Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord - On the floor of the Holy House in 
Nazareth, an inscription reads ‘Verbum caro hic factum est’; ‘the Word was made flesh here’. 
When the Blessed Virgin Mary said ‘yes’ to the Angel Gabriel, the Word of God became flesh 
and dwelt in her womb for nine months. The Annunciation is the prologue to the mysteries of Holy 
Week: the Incarnation happened so that we could be redeemed; the child conceived on this 
day was born to die for our sins and conquer death. The Collect of Mass for the Annunciation 
says this: ‘O God, who willed that your Word should take on the reality of human flesh in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and 
man, may merit to become partakers even of his divine nature. We make that prayer our own as 
we commemorate and celebrate the Solemnity of the day the Word became flesh. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 

Sunday 21st March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of the Season of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Vespers, Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Monday 22nd March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Tuesday 23rd March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday 24th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Thursday 25th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Annunciation 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.30pm 
 

Friday 26th March 
11.00am  Livestreamed Holy Mass for Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
6.00pm  Livestreamed Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday 27th March 
   NO MORNING MASS IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
3.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm 
5.30pm          Public Vigil Mass of Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
9.00pm          Public Night Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 

SCIAF COLLECTION 
 

Many thanks to those parishioners who contributed towards our parish efforts to raise funds for 
the work of SCIAF. If you would like to contribute a donation which will be forwarded to SCIAF on 
behalf of the parish, please post an envelope clearly marked SCIAF through the parish house 
letter box or wait until you come back to Mass and place the envelope in the collection box. 
Please ensure that your donation is clearly marked for SCIAF whether it is posted through the 
letter box or placed in the collection box in the church. The total will be announced after Easter.  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £446.00  Stall:    £240.00 
Votive Candles:     £15.00  Standing Orders: £195.00 
 

TOTAL:      £896.00 
 
 

Sick & Retired Priests:    £10.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

 



HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 27th March 
3.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
9.00pm  Night Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 28th March - Palm Sunday 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for Palm Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Vespers & Devotions (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 29th March 
11.30am  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
12.30pm  Confessions until 1.00pm (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Monday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Tuesday 30th March 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.25am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Confessions until 9.20am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Hour of Confessions with two priests available (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 31st March 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (St Mary’s) 
6.00pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.00pm  Confessions until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of Holy Week (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 1st April - Holy Thursday 
7.00pm  Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Private Prayer until 8.30pm (St Mary’s) 
10.00pm  Night Prayer (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 2nd April - Good Friday 
10.00am  Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
3.00pm  Liturgy of the Passion & Death of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 3rd April - Holy Saturday 
10.00am  Morning Prayer of the Church (St Mary’s) 
8.00pm  Solemn Easter Vigil & Mass of the Resurrection (St Mary’s) 

 

Sunday 4th April - Easter Sunday 
10.00am  Solemn Mass for Easter Sunday (St Mary’s) 
11.30am   Solemn Mass for Easter Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
1.00pm   Solemn Mass for Easter Sunday (Our Lady & St John’s) 
    
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
If you wish to attend any of the Masses for Palm Sunday & the Triduum please 
contact the parish by email specifying what Masses/Liturgies you wish to attend. You must include the 
names of those wishing to attend, preferred Mass and a contact telephone number. 
 

Fr Wyllie cannot make any promises that he will be able to accommodate everyone at the various Masses 
they wish to attend but he will try his best to ensure it is done in a fair way. Each of the major Liturgies for 
the Triduum will be split equally between parishioners of St Mary’s & Our Lady & St John’s. Each parishioner 
should hopefully be able to attend one of the major Masses/Liturgies between Holy Thursday and Easter 
Sunday. There is no need to book for Monday - Wednesday of Holy Week or Morning or Night Prayers. 
 

Also, if you wish to attend Mass on Easter Sunday please email the parish, again stating which Mass you 
would like to attend.  
 

All requests to attend must be sent by this coming Wednesday, 24th March, by 12noon. 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT BY POPE BENEDICT 
 

In the imminence of his Passion Jesus declared: “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and 
dies, it remains a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”. Now is no longer 
the time for words and discourses; indeed the crucial hour has come for which 
the Son of God came into the world and although his soul is troubled, he makes 
himself available to fulfil the Father’s will to the end. And this is the will of God: to 
give eternal life to us who have lost it. However, in order for this to be brought about Jesus dies, 
like a grain of wheat that God the Father has sown in the world. Indeed, only in this way can a 
new humanity germinate and grow, free from the dominion of sin and able to live in 
brotherhood, as sons and daughters of the one Father who is in heaven.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane 
 

RIP - Helen Donnelly (Requiem Mass - Friday 26th March at 1.00pm), Charles Thomson, Mary 
Carvil, Janice Tierney 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - David Yardley Kennedy, John Creechan, Thomas & 
Catherine Kennedy, The Creechan & Kennedy Families, John McManus  

PARISH STALL 
 

There has been a great response so far for the Little Blessing Angels. There are still more left so if 
you’d like one then please let us know. They are priced at £4.50 each and all proceeds go to the 
parish. The angels available are for: 
 

Grandmothers  Mothers   Sisters   Aunts Daughters 
Granddaughters Someone Special Special Teacher 
 

These will be available at both stalls when we reopen our churches. Please have a look at Mass. 
 

18 CARAT GOLD PLATED NECKLACES 
 

We have a number of lovely 18 Carat Gold Plated necklaces in stock at the stall. There are three 
choices - a 1” Crucifix, 1” Celtic Cross and 3/4” Miraculous Medal, all designs come with an 18” 
chain. These necklaces would make the perfect gift especially for First Holy Communion. They 
are priced at £20.00 each. If you would like to place an order please email the parish. 

VENERATION OF THE CROSS & HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our churches are normally packed for the Liturgy of the Passion and Death of the 
Lord on Good Friday. Although this year we will be unable to kiss the Cross we will 
still be given the opportunity to venerate the cross, not individually but communally. 
 

As with all the other Masses and Liturgies of Holy Week, if you are unable to be 
physically present in the church you can follow online or unite yourself spiritually 
from the carpark and the Cross will be taken outside for you to venerate for a few moments. As 
was the case previously with Holy Communion, if you unite yourself spiritually to what is 
happening in the church or follow online Fr Wyllie will distribute Holy Communion outside. 

 

You must alert a steward in good time before the Mass or Liturgy begins so that Fr Wyllie can 
prepare enough hosts for Holy Communion.  

COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY PLACES 
 

Each year, on Good Friday, we contribute to assisting the places in the Holy Land associated 
with Our Lord’s life, death and resurrection. Things are very difficult in the Holy Land so anything 
we can offer will help enormously. This collection will be taken up on Good Friday at all our 
Liturgies, or you can post it through the parish house letter box. Please give as generously as you 
can in order to assist the shrines and places associated with Our Lord in the Holy Land. 


