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MAY - THE MONTH OF OUR BLESSED LADY 
 

Historians aren’t exactly sure why May was chosen to honour the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, but many believe that May being the month when spring is in full 
bloom has a lot to do with it. May is the height of spring – gardens 
everywhere are alive with blooming flowers and trees are filling their 
branches with leaves. This new beginning and new birth in nature reminds us 
of the life Mary gave to Jesus. Without Mary giving birth to Jesus, all the 
events that followed: Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection wouldn’t have 
happened. So, it’s believed that May (when nature is showing signs of life) is 
the ideal month to honour the woman who gave life to our Saviour. 
 

The custom of dedicating the month of May to Mary dates back to the 13th 
century. But it might come as a surprise to know that it wasn’t until the 18th century when this 
practice became popular. The practice became common among the members of the Jesuit 
Order in Rome. Because of the far reach of the order’s schools, the devotion took hold, and by 
the 1700’s it began to spread worldwide.  
 

It’s a Catholic tradition to honour Mary during the month of May by crowning her statue with 
flowers or a golden crown. This has been a part of Catholic heritage which has sadly slipped in 
many parishes and schools in our country. It would be lovely to revive this custom and give Mary 
the honour that she is due. The reason we crown Mary is best summed up by Pope Paul VI who 
wrote in 1965 that May is an occasion for a “moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in 
every part of the world pay to the Queen of Heaven.” The crown symbol is attributed to Mary 
because she is the Mother of the Son of God, who is our Heavenly King. 
 

Another tradition in May is creating a ‘May Altar’ in our homes and classrooms. We are 
encouraged to bring flowers from our gardens to honour the statue of Our Lady in our home and 
to recite at least a decade of the rosary every day as individuals, as families and as a parish 
community. 
 

We pray different mysteries of the rosary each day of the week.  
Here they are below to help you pray the rosary each day: 
 

Joyful Mysteries - Mondays & Saturdays   Sorrowful Mysteries - Tuesdays & Fridays 
The Annunciation of the Lord      The Agony of in the Garden 
The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth    The Scourging at the Pillar 
The Nativity of our Lord      The Crowning with Thorns 
The Presentation of our Lord     The Carrying of the Cross 
Finding of Jesus in the Temple     The Crucifixion 
 
Glorious Mysteries - Wednesdays & Sundays  Luminous Mysteries - Thursdays 
The Resurrection of the Lord     The Baptism in the Jordan 
The Ascension        The Wedding at Cana 
The Descent of the Holy Spirit     The Proclamation of the Kingdom 
The Assumption of Our Lady     The Transfiguration 
The Coronation of Our Lady     The Institution of the Eucharist 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE GROWING IN FAITH 
 

Wednesday 5th May - The boys and girls in P4 & P5 from St Mary’s will have their confessions 
heard to prepare spiritually for receiving the Lord in Holy Communion. 
 

Thursday 6th May - We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for the S1 pupils from our 
parish who have requested to be confirmed. The Confirmation Mass will take place at 7.00pm 
but prior to the Mass, the five confirmandi will receive the Sacrament of Confession from 6.20pm 
until 6.35pm followed by a short rehearsal.  
 

Friday 7th May - We will be joined by the P3, P4, P6 & P7 pupils from St Mary’s for Mass. 
 

Saturday 8th May – P4 & P5 pupils from St Mary’s will receive their First Holy Communion  

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
 

Sunday 2nd May 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  May Devotions with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 3rd May 
11.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of St Philip & St James (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 4th May 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 5th May 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for vocations to the priesthood (St Mary’s) 
10.30am  Confessions (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 6th May 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.30am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Thursday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
10.00am  Confessions (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.20pm  Confessions for the Confirmandi until 6.35pm (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Confirmation Mass for S1 pupils (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 7th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  First Friday Mass with the P3, P4, P6 & P7 pupils of St Mary’s Primary School (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 8th May 
9.30am  Holy Rosary & Litany of Loreto (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Votive Mass in honour of Mary, Mother of the Church (St Mary’s) 
12noon  First Communion Mass for the P4 & P5 pupils of St Mary’s (St Mary’s) 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 

 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

3rd May - Feast of St Philip & St James - St Philip was from Bethsaida and, after having being 
called by the Lord, introduced St Bartholomew to him. He may have been crucified at Hierapolis 
in Phrygia, where he had preached the Gospel. St Philip is the patron saint of jockeys, horse 
breeders and horseback riders. 
St James, also known as St James the Less was a cousin of the Lord. As bishop of Jerusalem, he 
wrote an epistle preserved in the New Testament and, legend says, was eventually martyred by 
being stoned, and then clubbed to death. He is one of the patron saints of pharmacists and 
apothecaries.  



CONGRATULATIONS 
 

To the P3 pupils from St John’s who received 
the Sacrament of Confession for the first time, 
P5 who received their First Holy Communion 
and also the P7 pupils from St Mary’s who 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. We 
send our thanks to Mrs McCart, Mrs Colgan 
and the staff of both schools. 

OUR LADY & ST JOHN’S CHURCH 
 

Over the past few months there have been some changes to the interior and exterior of Our 
Lady & St John’s to mark the 140th anniversary of the opening of the church. There’s a brief 
explanation of the changes which have been made below: 

 

THE SANCTUARY 
 

In keeping with the neo-gothic style which the church is built, the sanctuary has been returned to 
a dark Victorian colour, dark (Pugin) red with gold crosses.  
The inscription around the top of the sanctuary walls is the Lauda Sion, a Eucharistic Hymn, which 
translates as ‘Sion, lift up your voice and sing: Praise thy Saviour and your King, Praise with hymns your 
shepherd true’. 
 

The panels on the High Altar of the archangels with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Calvary scene 
and the angels with the Immaculate Heart of Mary have been returned to their original stone. 
 

The freestanding altar and the ambo have had their marble effect panels replaced with stone to 
show the continuity with the High Altar. The central panels of the altar and ambo have been 
refurbished in a stone design to show a link with the original high altar at the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 

The chancel arch, the stone around the windows and the pillars are now proper stone 
 

Unfortunately the two angels which once decorated the sanctuary wall at either end of the two 
stained glass windows had been removed and therefore couldn’t be restored. 

 

THE CHURCH 
 

Around the church in Latin is the great hymn of Our Lady, the Magnificat. The English translation 
is, running from the Our Lady statue round to the Sacred Heart statue: 
My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my saviour. He looks on his servant in her lowliness, 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. The almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name. His 
mercy is from age to age on those who fear him. He has put forth his arm in strength: and scatters the 
proud hearted, he casts the mighty from their thrones; and raises the lowly. He fills the starving with good 
things; sends the rich away empty. He protects Israel his servant, remembering his mercy; the mercy 
promised to our fathers, to Abraham and his sons for ever. 

 

The West window now has an inscription around it, this inscription was initially intended for the 
chancel arch above the sanctuary but the wall was severely bevelled. The inscription reads - I 
will love forever the beauty of Thy house and the place where Thy glory dwelleth. 

 

On scraping off layers of paint we found that the statues of Our Lady & the Sacred Heart were 
not originally painted, so we decided to leave them white, but some further work is needed. 

 

The plinths which the two statues sit on have been restored to stone. 
 

The statues of St Therese and St John have been placed on new shelves at the back of the 
church. 
 

The whole church has been painted, with the exception of the ceiling, the pews will be switched 
around to widen the view of the central aisle, with a view of laying a tiled floor soon. The current 
carpet would be kept for under the pews, with the back, front and central aisle of the church 
being tiled with black, cream and terracotta quarry or floor tiles. This will greatly enhance the 
acoustics of the church. These alterations will take place over the next wee while. 
 

There’s little bits of work still to be completed but this will take place over the next week or so. 
   

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £1,016.19 
Stall:       £126.70 
Standing Orders:    £732.68 
 

TOTAL:      £1,875.57 
 
 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 



SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland have asked us to consider the following when we cast our votes: 
 

Beginning and end of life 
It is the duty of parliamentarians to uphold the most basic and fundamental human right to life. Elected 
representatives ought to recognise the existence of human life from the moment of conception and be 
committed to the protection of human life at every stage. Caring for the unborn and their mothers is a 
fundamental measure of a caring and compassionate society; a society which puts human dignity at the 
centre. We ought to be mindful of a further attempt to legalise assisted suicide in Scotland, likely to 
happen in this parliament. Legalising assisted suicide or euthanasia suggests that some lives are not worth 
living, contrary to the Christian belief that every life has equal dignity and value. It is incumbent upon our 
parliamentarians to show compassion for the sick and dying. This is not achieved by assisted suicide or 
euthanasia but by ensuring support is provided through caring and attentive politics, including investment 
in palliative care.  

 

Family and Work 
Society relies on the building block of the family to exist and flourish. The love of man and woman in 
marriage and openness to new life is the basic, fundamental cell upon which every society is built. The 
wellbeing of Scotland and its future depends on the flourishing of family life and government should 
respond to this reality with policies creating economic and fiscal advantages for families with children. The 
pandemic has placed immeasurable pressure on businesses and many people have lost their livelihood. 
The state has a duty to sustain business activities by creating conditions which will ensure job opportunities, 
especially in times of crisis. This must be accompanied by a just wage to provide a dignified livelihood for 
the worker and their family.  

 

Poverty, Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 
Sadly, poverty remains a scourge for too many people. The marginalised, the homeless, and the lonely 
and isolated have been cast further adrift because of the pandemic. And poverty now affects 24% of 
children in Scotland. We need elected representatives who respect a preferential option for the poor, who 
are willing to prioritise their need and respect their human dignity. Our government must also work with the 
international community to adopt an even more effective strategy against human trafficking and modern 
slavery, so that in every part of the world, men and women may no longer be used as a means to an end, 
and that their inviolable dignity will always be respected. 

 

Environment 
The next group of MSPs will be tasked with protecting our neighbours at home and abroad from the 
poverty and climate crises which continue to rage on. In November Glasgow will play host to the COP26 
international climate change summit. We should listen to Pope Francis’ call to ‘hear the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor’ by lifting up the voices of the global south and coming together to rebuild our 
Common Home in a way that leaves no-one behind. Scotland can also demonstrate global leadership by 
strengthening its commitment to becoming a carbon neutral country.    

 

Free speech, free expression, and freedom of thought, conscience and religion 
If Scotland is to be a tolerant, open, diverse country then we must be free to discuss and debate ideas, 
even those which are deemed by some to be controversial. Whilst being mindful of the need to protect 
citizens from hate, government must not overstep into the realm of unjust restrictions on free speech, free 
expression and freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This must include, among others, the 
freedom to express belief in the biological reality of sex and gender.  

 

Catholic schools 
The right of parents to choose a school for their children which corresponds to their own convictions is 
fundamental. Public authorities have a duty to guarantee this parental right and to ensure the concrete 
conditions for its exercise. Thus, parliamentarians ought to continue to support an open and diverse state 
education system which includes Catholic schools. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Kevin Feeney, John Gowans, Gerard Lyons, Mandy Murray McVie, Jerry Hillsinger, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Liz Rees OCV, Mary Shanks, Annette Thomson, David Hillhouse, Janet McIntosh, Rory 
Quigley, Susie Tierney, Alice Goodwin, Alice Cumming, Joe Pisacane, Mary Anne Nelson 
 

RIP - Anne Boyle (East Machan Street), William Fotheringham, Clara Moore, Tracey Reid (Luton), 
Herbert Teece (St Ninian’s Parish), Eileen Wood 
  

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Mary Prior, Susanne McQuaker, Sarah Dykes, Mary Ann 
Connachan 

Please remember to have your deceased loved ones prayed for on their anniversaries & months mind 


